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CLASSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 



MAP I.— OBBIS VBTEBIBUS HOTTJS. 

(ths earth known to the ancients.) 

The knowledge of tlie earth, or rather of its surface, has been different at differ*, 
ent times and among different nations ; and even now some parts of the earth's 
surface are but imperiectly known, or not known at all. In a Classical Atlas we are 
concerned exclusively with the geographical knowledge possessed by the two most 
civilized nations of antiquity — ^the Greeks and the Koman». But as geography 
was, and still is, a progressive science, it might be desirable to have in an Atlas a 
series of Maps shewing the gradual progress of geographical knowledge. How- 
ever, for practical purposes it is sufficient to represent the ancient world as it waa 
known in the second century after Christ. But in order to enable the student 
to form some idea of the gradual progress of geogjraphical knowledge among 
the ancients, we shall subjoin a. brief sketch of the notions entertained by them at 
different times. 

According to the Homeric Poems, (about B.C. 900,) the earth is an immense disk 
surrounded by the river Oceanus, over which a brazen dome or vault is spread, 
which is supported partly by the shores on the other side of the Oceanus, and 
partly by gigantic pillars rising from Mount Atlas in the north-west of Africa. 
The earth's disk bemg more elevated in the north, has a vast depression in the 
middle, which forms the Mediterranean. The sun, according to the poet, rises 
from a lake in the east, and having traversed the heavens in his. chariot, goes down 
in the river Oceanus, and, during the night, returns to the east to resume his 
course. The poet seems to have been well acquainted with the geography of 
Greece, the JSgaean Sea with its numerous islands, and the West Coast of Asia 
. Minor; but the countries beyond these he knew only partially, and relates about 
them most marvellous stories, which had their origin probably in his imagination 
or the wondrous tales brought home by sailors. 

During the 500 years intervening between the time at which the Homeric poema 
are believed to have been composed and the age of Herodotus, about B.C. 450, 
geographical knowledge was immensely extended by the vast number of colonies 
estsu^lished by the Greeks in the south of Italy, in Sicily, Corsica, Sardinia; on the 
south coast of Gaul and Spain; on the shores of the Adriatic; on the north coast of 
Africa, (Cyrene;) on all the coasts of Asia Minor, and even on the northern shores of 
the Black Sea. While thus the Greek language and civilization were spread in all 
directions, there were not wanting men who, Simulated by a desire of knowledge, 
visited foreigQ countries and speculated upon the form of the earth. Thus the 
philosopher Thales, about b..c. 650, is said to have arrived at the conclusion that 
the earth is a globe, which view was actually prevalent in the school of Pythagoras. 
The wars with Persia directed the inquisitive spirit of the Greeks to the East and 
to Egypt; and Herodotus', to satisfy his curiosity, travelled through Egypt ta 
Cyrene, thence to Phcenicia, Palestine, Babylon, and the coasts of the Bladt Sea. 

The impulse thus given to historical and geographical studies was followed by 
many men of eminence : coasting voyages (xfpfirAoO were undertaken in the Black 
Sea, and in the Mediteiranean; and Pythias, of Massilia, is said to hav^ made a voyage 
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6 CLASSICAL GEOGKAPHY. 

of discovery along the south coast of Gaul and Spain, then, passing through the 
Straits of Gibraltar, to have advanced northward even beyond the British I^ands. 
While geographical knowledge was thus vigorously pursued in various ways, the 
expedition of Alexander tiie Great to the East, and the establishment of an 
Eastern empire, opened up Asia to Europeans as far as the river Ganges. 

The vast amount of knowledge thus acquired called forth a number of treatises 
on geographical subjects, and by this means more correct views began to be enter- 
tained about the earth and its form. In the days of Aristotle, the teacher of 
Alexander the Great, the spherical form of the earth was generally acknowledged. 
Geography now became a science based upon mathematical calculations, and the 
first really scientific geographer was Eratosthenes, a native of Cyrene, who lived, 
about B.C. 270, at Alexandria, in Egypt, then the great seat of the physical and 
mechanical sciences, so far as they were then known. 

About the time of Christ, Strabo wrote a great geographical work, which 
has come down to us almost entire. It is founded on the work of Eratosthenes, 
whom, however, he corrects on various points, partly from his own observations, 
and partly from the criticisms which others had bestowed upon the labours 
of Eratosthenes. His work is more complete than that of any of his prede- 
cessors, as he was in a condition to avail himself of the materials collected by 
the Komans during their conquests in the west and north. It may here be men- 
tioned that the Eomans never had a great geographer; and those who, like Pliny 
and a few others, wrote on geographical subjects, followed their Greek predecessors, 
with the exception of Tacitus, who furnishes us Important information on Britain 
and Germany. But stiU, by their conquests, they opened up countries which would 
otherwise have remained unknown. 

About the middle of the second century after Christ, dandius I^lenueus, for 
the first time, treated geography from a geometrical point of view, in a work con- 
sisting of eight books. It contains fuU Hsts of all the countries, nations, towns, 
rivers, mountains, &c., giving the degree of longitude and latitude of each. This 
great work appears to have satisfied everybody, and although*some details were 
improved and corrected, yet no one after him attempted to reform geography as a 
whole, and his work remained the standard book throughout the middle ages. He 
knew the whole of Europe, with the exception of the northern part of Scandinavia; 
a great part of modern Kussia, the whole of the south of Asia, except the extreme 
south-east; Egypt and the east coast of Africa, nearly as far as Madagascar; the 
north coast of Africa, and its western shores as far as a few degrees south of the 
Equator. This is what in our map is called the Orbis Veteribus Notus. 



MAP II.--ffiiaYPTUS, (EGYPT.) 

This remarkable country, in the Scriptures sometimes called Mizraim, is, properly 
speaking, the valley of the Nile, from the first cataract of the river, near Syene, to its 
mouths. The valley is bounded on the west by the Libyan desert, on the east by 
what is called the Arabian desert, and the granite range of mountains running parallel 
with the Red Sea. But for the Nile the country would be a barren desert, whence 
Egypt is called "the gift of the Nile." Egypt has scarcely any rain-fall, but 
becomes one of the most fertile countries by the annual inundations of the Nile, 
the only river of the country. The inundations commence about the middle of 
June, and last tiU about the middle of September, leaving behind a rich deposit, 
which rendered Egypt one of the most fertile countries of the ancient world. 
Those parts which were not reached by the inundations were irrigated by canals. 
The greatest of these, running on the west of the Nile, and paraUel to it, is now 
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called Bahr Youssouff. The whole country was divided into three creat districts — 
viz., Upper Egypt, or the Thebais, with the capital of Thebes; Middle I^Tpt, or 
Heptanomis, with its capital Memphis ; and Iiower Egypt, or the Delta, with 
Alexandria for its capital. The last of these districts derives its name from its 
form, consisting of the land between the various mouths of the Nile, which 
resembles the Greek letter A. This part seems to have originally been a bay of the 
sea, which in the course of centuries was filled up by the deposits of the Nile. These 
gradually accumulating deposits have rendered the different mouths of the NUo 
unfit for navigation; but in ancient times large ships could sail up the river as far 
as Memphis. But even then it seems to have been found inconvenient; whence 
one of "ttie native kings began to construct a canal from Pelusium, across the 
isthmus of Suez, to the head of the Red Sea; which, however, was not completed 
till after the conquest of the country by the Persians, The most famous of the 
Egyptian lakes are: — 1. Lake Moeris, which was formerly believed to have been 
made artificially by the Egyptians as a reservoir to supply the surrounding country 
with water in times of need; but it is now well known to be a natural lake. 2. 
Lake Mareotis, in the north-west comer of the Delta, separated from the sea by 
the neck of land on which Alexandria was built by Alexander the Great, b.c. 332. 
3. Lake Tanis, near the eastern or Pelusiac mouth of the NUe. 4. On the Isthmus 
of Suez there is a Succession of salt lagunes or natron lakes, called the Bitter Lakes, 
or Lacus Amari. 

UPPEE EGYPT, or the Thebais, exhibits the most ancient remains of Egyptian 
civilization ; its capital, Thebes, was renowned even in the times of Homer, and is 
still one of the most remarkable places, from' the number and grandeur of its 
remains, which fill the whole valley of the Nile, from the rocks on the east to the 
sandy hills of the west. They consist of ruins of temples, palaces, colossal figures, 
sphinxes, obelisks, and extensive underground chambers, which served as burial- 
places, and contain mural paintings as fresh in colour as they were at the beginning. 
All these monuments belong to the earliest period of Egyptian history, probably 
to about B.C. 2000, when Thebes was the capital of aU Egypt. The island of 
Philae, in the Nile above Syene, is likewise rich in architectural remains. 

MTDDLE EGYPT extended from Phylace in the south to Cercasorus in the north. 
Its capital, Memphis, sometimes called in the Scriptures Noph, was believed to be 
one of the most ancient cities in the country, and, after the lall of Thebes, became 
the chief city of E^ypt. It was connected by canals with the lakes Moeris and 
Mareotis, whereby it became the centre of Egyptian commerce. A great portion 
of the city was destroyed by Gambyses, and its commercial imi)ortance completely 
vanished after the foundation of Alexandria. Its vicinity is still remarkable 
for the gigantic pyramids, which were probably buUt as tombs for the I^gyptiaii 
kings. 

LOWEE EGYPT comprised the whole of the Delta and the whole Isthmus of 
Suez, the eastern boundary being a straight line drawn from the head of the Ked 
Sea to Rhinocolura, where it touched upon Palestine. On the west of the Delta 
it also comprised a district called Libycus Nomus. Its capital, Alexandria, became 
the chief city of Egypt under the Greek kings who ruled over the country from 
the death of Alexander the Great to its conquest by the Romans under Augustus. 
It was then the first commercial city of the ancient world, and foreigners from all 
parts, especially Greeks and Jews, settled there in great numbers. In consequence 
of the large library established there by the first Ptolemies, it also became the 
centre of hterary activity. 

As to the inhabitants of £)gypt, they seem to have gradually immigrated from 
the south, following the course of the river, and to have been of Semitic origin. 
There is no nation whose civilization extends so far back as that of the Egyptians. 
They were gOYera^d by a successioa of dynasties of native kings called Pharaohs, 
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•whOf witli only one interruption, governed tlie kingdom until it was conquered by 
the Persian Kin£ Cambyses, in B.C. 526. Fromtiiat time until b. 0^332 it was 
governed by the Persians, who, .notwithstanding several attempts of tne Egyptians 
to recover their independence, maintained themselves until the appearance of 
Alexander the Great, who here, as elsewhere, put an end to the Persian rule. 



HAF IIL-BEGNUM ALEXANDBI MAGNI. 

(THE EMPIBE OF ALEXANDEB THE GBEAT.) 

Li historical times no conqueror had ever succeeded in subduing so many 
countries as Alexander, King of Macedonia. His ostensible object was to take 
vengeance on the Persians for the sufferings they had inflicted on the Greeks, but 
the real cause was an unbridled ambition and love of conquest. In b.c. 335 he 
undertook an expedition against the nations on the north and west of Macedonia — 
the Triballi, Getae, and Syrians, to secure the frontier of his kingdom during his 
absence. For the same purpose he subdued Greece, and then in the following year 
set out for Asia. After the battie on the Granicus, in the north-west of Asia 
Minor, he traversed that country, and in B.C. 333 gained the great battie of Issus, 
on the north-western conjSnes of Syria. Then proceeding along the coast, south- 
ward, after a siege of seven months, he took Tyre, in Phoenicia, and then entered 
Egypt, where, in B.C. 332, he founded Alexandria. He then returned northward, 
and traversing Syria as far as Gaugamela, where, in a decisive battie, he defeated 
the King of Persia, in b.c. 331, This battle put an end to the Persian Empire. He 
then marched southward to the ancient city of Babylon, which offered no resist- 
ance. After a short stay there he proceeded to Susa and Persepolis, which latter 
place he ordered to be destroyed by flre. Early in B.C. 330 he marched to 
Ecbatana, where Darius had hoped to make a last stand against the conqueror, 
but in vain. Alexander then marched into Hyrcania and Parthia, and then to the 
south of Asia. After a march through an abnost impassable country, he took 
possession of Brangiana, and proceeding up the river Etymandrus, completed the 
conquest of Aria. He then crossed the high ranse of the Paropamisus, and, after 
a most difficult march, reached Bactria, wmch submitted without a blow. Early 
in B.C. 329 he crossed the river Oxus into Sogdiana, and proceeded to its capital, 
Maracanda. After several fights with the warlike natives, he advanced to the 
river Jaxartes, which he intended to make the limit of his empire against the 
northern Scythians. After securing the possession of Sogdiana, he returned to 
Aria, and there made preparations for invading India. EaSy in tiie spring of B.C. 
327 he set out from Aria towards the Indus, which he crossed, and thus entered 
what is now called the Punjaub. A battle on the banks of the river decided the 
fate of the Indian king Porus, who was .completely defeated, but retained his 
kingdom. Alexander then crossed the Acesines, and traversed the barren plain 
between it and the Hydraotes, meeting with no resistance until he arrived on the 
eastern bank of the Hydraotes, where the warlike Indian tribes made a resolute 
stand at Sangala. But they were beaten, and their territory was given to the mora 
submissive tribes. Alexander had now reached the river Hyphasis, and would 
have advanced still farther, had he not been prevented by the unwillingness of hia 
army. An end was thus put to any farther progress towards the east. The whole 
army now moved down the Indus; the Prince of Pattala at once submitted, and 
Alexander sailed down to the Indian Ocean, exploring the mouths of the river. 
His admiral, Nearchus, was ordered to sail from the mouth of the Indus to the 
Persian Gulf; while Alexander, in s.c. 325, marched by land, not far from the QQaAt^ 
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towards Persia. This marcli by the deserts of Credrosia was connected with un- 
speakable sufiPerings until the army reached Pura. At Harmozia it was met by 
the fleet of Nearchus ; who, however, continued his voyage to the mouth of the 
Tigris, while the army proceeded to Pasargadae, Persepolis, and Susa, where it arrived 
in B.C. 324, and remained for a considerable time. After an excursion to Ecbatana, 
he fax)ceeded to Babylon, where, in May, b. c. 323, his life came to a premature end. 

The increase of geographical knowledge resultiag from Alexander's conquests 
was enormous. Countries, with their inlu^bitants and products, rivers, mountains, 
and cities, imtil then scarcely known by their names, had now been seen and 
explored by Europeans, and were described in the works of learned men, who had 
accompanied the young conqueror. The Greek langui^e and civilization were 
spread throughout tiie East by the numerous colonies of Greeks and Macedonians, 
most of which were caUed after their founder Alexander, and commerce now 
assumed dimensions it had never had before. 

But this colossal empire, extending from the Adriatic to the Indus, and consisting 
of such heterogeneous elements, could not be kept together, and was broken up into 
several kingdoms after the death of Alexander. Greece stUl remained more or less 
subject to Macedonia. In b.c. 312 Seleucus established himself at Babylon as 
ruler over all the eastern countries, and soon after, Thrace, Syria, and Egypt were 
recognised as independent kingdoms. Bactria, in the extreme north-east of the 
empire of Alexander, in b.c. 256 became a separate kingdom, as Antiochus Theus, 
who had been a mere satrap, declared himself independent. Thus a Greek king> 
dom was formed on the borders of India, which maintained itself for more than 
150 years, until it was overwhelmed by Scythian invaders, 



MAP IV.-MACBDONIA, THBACIA, ILLTEICUM, &a 

1. MACEDONIA, sometimes called Emathia, was originally a small country, but 
was considerably enlarged by Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, under 
whom it was bounded in the south by the Cambunian moimtains, which separated 
it from Greece ; in the east by the river Stiymon ; and in the north and west by 
PsBonia and Dlyricum; but Alexander ad^ed Paeonia, as far as Mount Scerdus; 
and in the east the country between the Strymon and the Nestus ; in the south the 
Chalcidian peninsula; and in the west a great part of Illyricum. When the 
country was taken by the Romans, it was dividea into four districts independent 
of one another; and in b.c. 146, when Greece was conquered, Macedonia, with 
Thesaaly, and a part of Illyricum, became a, Roman province. 

The western part of Macedonia is very mountainous, but in the east there are 
large and fertile plains traversed bv lower hills and ]river8, the principal of which 
are the Nestus, Iflowing from Mount Rhodope into the iEgaean; tne Strymon, rising 
in Mount Scomius, flows almost |>arallel with the x^estus; the Axius, the 
largest river of Macedonia, has its sources in Mount Scordus, and receives in its 
course several tributaries; the Haliacmon, in the south, and a few others. The 
most important ranges of mountains, with the exception of those already mentioned, 
are Mount Pangaeus, in the east, pnce rich in gold and silver; and Mount Athos, 
forming the easternmost of the three Chalcidian peninsulas. 

The original inhabitants of Macedonia appear to hav& belonged to the same stock 
as the Greeks; and the royal family traced its origin to Argos. The Greek settle- 
ments on the coast, and the intercourse with the Greeks, gradually Hellenized the 
Macedonians, so that their language became a rough dialect of Greek, though thQ 
nation was never regarded as genuine Hellenes, 
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The conntry was always governed by kings; but their history is obscnre nntil we 
come to Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, who extended Macedonia, and 
even acquired the supremacy of Greece; but in B.a 168 the country was conquered 
by the Komans. 

Macedonia was divided into a number of districts, — ^viz., Fieria, about the 
Haliacmon; Emathia, north of Pieria; Pelagonia, Paeonia, Mygdonia, Ghalcidlce — 
a peninsula, which is itself divided into three smaller peninsulas — ^PaUene, Sithone, 
and Acte, &c. 

The principal towns of Macedonia are : — ^^gse, anciently called Edessa, the 
capital of the kingdom, until Philip made Pella the capital, and adorned it with 
many public buildings ; Pydna, not far from the coast, was a Greek colony, and 
near it was fought the great battle, in B.C. 168, which put an end to the kingdom o£ 
Macedonia ; Thessalonica, anciently called Therma, from which the bay on which 
it is situated was called Sinus Thermaicus, was at first an unimportant place ; but 
in B.C. 315 Cassander changed its name into Thessalonica, and transplanting to it 
the inhabitants of several neighbouring towns, made it the first city in the king- 
dom. It then became a great commercial town, a rank it stm holds under the 
name of Saloniki ; Olynthus, at the head of the Sinus Toronaicus, a Greek city, 
great and populous, was taken and destroyed by Philip of Macedonia in B.C. 347; 
Potidsea, m the peninsula of Pallene, a colony of Corinth, but became sub- 
ject to Athens, and then received Athenian colonists; in B.C. 356 it was 
destroyed by Philip. It was, however, rebuilt by Cassander, under the name of 
Cassandrela, and became a very flourishing city; Stagira, the birthplace of Aristotle; 
Amphipolis, near the mouth of the Sti^mon, which flowed in a semi-circle round 
the town, was previously called Enneahodoi. Several attempts were made to 
establish Greek colonists in the place, until at length the Athenians succeeded in 
B.C. 437; and then it became a most important place, with Eion for its port, until 
it fell into the hands of Philip; Phillppi, on a spur of Mount Pangaeus, was 
founded by Philip on the site of an ancient Thracian colony, is celebrated in 
history for the victory there gained by Augustus over Brutus and Cassius. St. 
Paul preached here about a.d. 53. . Other less important towns were Dium, Beroea, 
Methone, Torone, &c. 

2. THEAGIA. This name originally embraced aU the countries from the ^Egsean, 
and the Euxine as far as the Danube, and extending in the west to the frontiers of 
niyricum; but we have already seen that Philip added a great part of it to 
Macedonia, so that the Nestus became its eastern frontier. When the Bomans 
became masters of the country the chain of Mount Hasmus (Balkan) was made the 
northern boundary, while the northern part, between Mount H^emus and the 
Danube, was made a Roman province, under the name of Moesia. Thrace, within 
these narrower limits, was a rough and cold country, with the exception of the 
maritime districts. Several ranges of mountains are oflshoots of Mount Haemus, 
one having a south-eastern direction, extends as far as the Bosporus, and 
another in the west bears the name of Bhodope. They contain the sources of most 
of the rivers, the most important among which is the Hebrus, with its tributaries 
Tonzus and Artiscus.' In the south-east Thrace forms a peninsula called the 
Thracian Ghersonesus, on the strait of the Hellespont, or the Dardanelles. 
Another strait is the Bosporus, connecting the Fropontis with the Euxine. 

The inhabitants of Thrace seem to have belonged, like the Macedonians, to 
the Aryan race; but they did not become as civilized as their western and southern 
neighbours, for they supported themselves mainly by war and plunder, and were 
notorious as hard drinkers. Along the coast the Greek colonies exercised a 
civilizing influence. All Thrace was governed by native chiefs, but under Darius 
it became for a time a Persian provmce. However, after the expulsion of the 
Persians from Europe, it was agam governed by a native dynasty for a time, until 
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Philip annexed the greater part to his kingdom. In the end it became a Roman 
provmce. The nation was divided into a number of tribes, such as the Bistones, 
Cicones, Odrysn, Goppi, PsBti, Thyni, &c. 

The principal Greek colonies sdong the coast which had to maintain themselves 
against the Thracians by frequent wars were: — ^Abdera, an Ionian colony, the birth- 
place of Democritus and other distinguished men; Mesembria, a colony of Samo- 
thrace; iElnos, a colony of iBolians. In the Thracian Chersonesus we have the 
towns of Oardla, a colony of lonians and Athenians, the birthplace of the historian 
Hieronymus; Sestos, at the narrowest part of the Hellespont, opposite to Abydos, 
where Xerxes built a bridge across the Strait. Near it was the river Mgoa Potami, 
where the Athenians were defeated, in b. c. 405, by the Spartans. Gallipolis has given 
its modem name to the whole peninsula; Lysimachia, f(»inded in b.o. 309 by 
Lysimachus, and peopled by inhabitants of Cardia. Under the Eoman emperor 
Justinian it was niade a strong fortress, under the name of Hexamilion ; Perinthus, 
a colony of Samos, and a powerful place, still existing under the name of Erekli; 
Selymbria, a colony of Megara, a town of considerable importance ; Byzantium, a 
colony of Mesara, founded in B.C. 658, had a most splendid situation, commanding 
the entrance both to the Euxine and the Mg^an. It belonged alternately to the 
Persians, Spartans, and Athenians, until it fell into the hands of the Macedonians^ 
and afterwards into those of the Komans. The Emperor Oonstantine made i^ 
the capital of the eastern half of the Koman empire, and changed its name to 
Constaiiitinopolis. It remained the capital of the eastern empire until it was 
taken by the Turks in 1453 ; Salmydessus, one of the earliest colonies of Miletus ; 
Apollonia, likewise a colony of Miletus, had a celebrated temple to ApoUo; Mesem- 
bria, an important town at the eastern end of Mount Hsemus, a colony of Byzan- 
tium and Chalcedon, founded in the reign of Darius. The most iiiiportant towns in 
the interior of Thrace are: — Hadrianopolis, on the Hebrus, founded by the Emperor 
Hadrian on the site of an ancient Thracian town, was, next to Constantinople, the 
principal city of the Eastern empire ; Philippopolis, on the Upper Hebrus, founded 
by Philip of Macedonia, on three hills, whence it is sometimes called Trimontium. 

3. ILLYEICUM, ILLYBIA, or ILLYBIS, an extensive country stretching along 
the shores of the Adriatic, from the Acroceraunian mountains in the south almost 
to the river Savus in the north; bounded in the north by Pannonia, and in the easti 
by Moesia and Macedonia. The northern part, from the sea to the river Drinus, 
was inhabited by several barbarous tribes, and comprised Libumia and Dalmatia, 
together with the numerous islands along the coast. The southern part, sometimes 
caBed niyria Gradca, contained several Greek colonies; and its inhabitants, such as 
the Dassaretae and Eordaei, were more civilized than their northern neighbours. 
This part of the coimtry was annexed to Macedonia by Philip. The piracy in 
which its inhabitants indulged brought them into collision with the Eomans. In 
B.C. 167 it became a Boman province, while the north of Illyricum was not reduced 
to that condition until the tune of Augustus. 

The principal towns of lUyricum are: — ^Epidanms, a Greek colony ; Scodra, a very 
important town on the southern shore of lake Labeatis, was the residence of the 
last Illyrian king, Genthius; Lissus, a Greek colony; Dyrrachium, previously 
called Epidanmus, a colony of Corcyra, was the principal port on the Adriatic for 
vessels coming from Italy, whence it became a most important commercial place ; 
ApollGnia, near the mouth of the river Aous, a colony of Corcyreeans and Corinth- 
ians. Its port was nearly as much frequented as that of Dyrrachium; and in the 
last centuiy B.C. it was a great seat of learning as well as of commerce. 

The countries of Pannonia, between the Savus and the Danube, Moesia, in the 
north of Macedonia and Thrace, and bounded on the north by the Danube, and 
Dacia, on the north of the Danube, did not acquire historical importance until the 
time of the Boman empire. 
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MAP V.-IMPBBIUM BOMANUM. 

The Koman empire, jone of the largest that history knows of, arose from the very 
smallest beginnings — a little town on the Palatine, one of the seven hills that were 
subsequent^ enclosed within the walls of the city of Rome. This city soon 
became the mistress of the surrounding territory; and in b.c. 272 she had subdued 
all ^Italy, with the exception of the northern part, called Gallia Cisalpina, which 
was then not considered as a part of Italy. 

The first country out of Italy conquered by the Romans was the Island of Sicily, 
in B.C. 241. It was constituted as a Roman province, governed by a praator annu- 
ally sent there from Rome. The same system was afterwards followed in all the 
extra-Italian countries, which either immediately, or soon after their conquest, 
were constituted as Roman provinces, and governed by praetors or pro-consuls. The 
empire attained its greatest extent towards the end of the reign of Trajan, about 
A.D. 117, at which time it was divided into a large number of provinces. In the 
reign of Augustus, b.c. 31 to a.d. 14, all the provinces were divided into two 
classes — ^those governed by the emperor himself, through his lieutenants; and 
those of which the governors were appointed by the Senate; the former being, of 
course, always the more important ones. 

The following is i^ list of the provinces in the chronological order of their 
foundation :-^ 



B.C. 

241, 
238, 
229, 

224, 

•205, 
189, 
177, 
167, 
146, 

138, 
130, 
129, 

123, 

120, 

118, 

75, 

74, 
63, 

57, 
54, 



61, 
49, 



Sicilia. 

Sardinia and Corsica. 

Corcyra, and the western coast of 

Macedonia. 
Gallia Cisalpina, to which, in 206, 

Venetia was added. 
Tarraconesis and Bsstici^ in Spain. 
iEtolia and Acamania. 
Istria. 

The coast of Dalmatia. 
Macedonia, Achaia, and Africa, the 

territory of Carthage. 
Lusitania. 

The Thracian Chersonesus. 
Asia, comprising Mysia, Lydia, and 

Caria. 
The Baleario Islands, (Majorca and 

Minorca. ) 
Pamphylia, and soon after Phrygia. 
Narbonensis, in the south of Gaul. 
Darda^^a* 

Bithynia and Cyrenaica. 
Syria, Cilicia, Paphlagonia, and part 

of Pontes. 
Cyprus. 
Aquitania, Belgica, and G«rmania 

Superior, (the western bank of the 

Upper Rhine.) 
Creta. 
Phrygian 



B.C. 

39, Germania Inferior, (the western 
bank of the Lower Rhine.) 

34, Libumia and the interior of Dal- 
matW 

30, Egypt. 

29, Upper Moesia, to which, in A.D. 6» 
Lower Moesia was added. 

25, Galatia and Lycaonia, in Asia, and 
Numidia, in Africa. 

15, Rhastia, Vindelicia, and Noricum; 
the interior of Paphlagonia and 
Pontus Galaticus. 
A.D. 

8, Pannonia. 

17, Cappadocia. 

42, Mauretania. 

44, The southern part of Britain, to 
which, in 85, the northern part 
was added; in the same year 
Lycia, Rhodus, and Judaea be- 
came Roman provinces. 

46, Thracia. 

64, Pontus Polemoniacus, Armenia 
Minor. 

73, Comma^ene. 

80, Coelesyria. 

90, Agri Decumates, in the south- west 

of Genna^. 
106, Arabia and rahnyra, 
165, Mesopotamii^ 



After this time tk few more provinces were added, aa<} others were lost. Th» 
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diviflions of the countries also were altered from time to time. In the end, the 
empire was overran by Teutonic barbarians, i^id the provinces were lost, one after 
another, until, in a.d. 476, the Western empire ceasea to exist; while the Eastern, 
or Greek empire, with its capital Constantinople, continued its miserable existence 
until conquered by the Turks in a.d. 1453. 

The Roman empire, in the reign of Trajan, thus extended from the Atlantic to 
the river Tigris in the East, comprising the whole of southern Europe as far north 
as the Danube and the Rhine, possessing even beyond these nvers the Agri 
Decumates and Dacia, and all England ; while in the south it embraced part of 
Arabia, Egypt, and the whole of the north coast of Africa. 



MAP VI.— QB.S1CIA, properly HELLAS. 

• 

Greece comprises nearly the whole of the south-eastern peninsula of Europe, from 
the Gambunian mountains in the north to the southern extremity of Peloponnesus, 
which itseU is a peninsula, connected with the northern or continental part by the 
Isthmus of Corinth. To this must be added the numerous islands surrounding 
Greece on all sides. The whole, therefore, naturally divides itself into three parts 
— Northern, or Continental Greece, Peloponnesus, and the Islands. Greece was 
one of the most favoured countries in the ancient world; being surrounded by the 
sea on three sides, and possessing excellent harbours, it has the most easy com- 
munication with all parts of the world. 

The principal mountains in the north are the Gambnnii Montes, from which Mount 
Findus, forming as it were the back-bone of continental Greece, branches off almost 
at a right angle and runs south, sending off branches in different directions, until 
it comes to an end in the promontory of Sunium, in the south of Attica. In 
Peloponnesus the moimtam system is more complicate; Arcadia, its central part, 
may be caUed its highlands; and from its heights of Erymanthus and Gyllene, two 
ranges proceed southward, ending in the promontories of Tsenarum and Malea. Its 
chief nvers are : — the Peneius, m Thessaly, duscharging itseU through the vale of 
Tempo into the MsBsan; the Achelous, flowing from north to south into the Ionian 
Sea; the Aous and Thyamis, in Epirus; the Alpheius, in Elis; the Pamisus, in 
Messenia; and the Eurotas, in Laconia. Most of the other rivers have only short 
courses, and many are in simmier quite dry. Among the lakes, which are rather 
numerous, the most remarkable are — ^Boebeis in Thessaly, and the Gopais in Boeotia, 
with its subterraneous passage into the Euripus. The inhabitants of Greece 
belonged to the Aryan race. 

I.-NOBTHEBN, OB CONTINENTAL GBEECE. 

This part of Hellas is divided into a number of separate countries or districts : — 
1. EPntUS, bounded in the north by Ilfyricum, in the east by Macedonia and 
Thessaly, in the south by the territory of Ambracia, and in the west by the sea. 
It was much less densely peopled than other parts of Greece. Its largest river is 
the Aous; but we may also notice the Achelous, Charadrus, and Thyamis. The 
inhabitants of Epirus consisted of a variety of tribes, some of which seem not to 
have belonged to the genuine Greek race. The best known among them are the 
Chaones, Thesproti, Molossi, and Athamanes. 

The most ancient and famous town in Epirus was Dodona, at the southern ex- 
tremity of Lake Pambotis, with its celebrated oracle of Zeus. In later times it 
lost its importance in consequence of the paramount influence acquired by the 
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oracle of DelpH. Among the other large towns we may mention Amhracid, 
on the river Aratthus, in the south of Epiras ; it was a colony of Corinth, and rose 
to great prosperity. King Pyrrhns made it his capital. Augustus transferred its 
inhabitants to Nicopolis, on the coast, which he founded to conunemorate his 
victory of Actium; Buthrotum, opposite to Oorcyra, an ancient place, which 
flourished even as late as the days of the Romans; Pandoeia, known from the 
histoi^ of Alexander of Epirus, who perished in Italy ; Cassiope, among the ruins 
of which there is a large theatre in good preservation; Onchesmus, north of Cassiope, 
with a good harbour; Oricum, near the Acroceraunian headland, a strongly fortified 
place, was destroyed during the civil wars of the Romans. The other towns of 
Epirus are not of much historical importance. 

2. THESSAUA, the largest and most fertile of all the countries of Greece, was 
bounded in the west by Epirus. in the north by Macedonia, in the east by the 
iBgsBan, and in the south by the bays of Pagasse and Malis. The countiy is a 
vast plain, surrounded by the Cambunian range. Mounts Pindus, Olympus, andOssa, 
between the last two of which the Peneius flows into the sea. In the s#uth it is shut 
in by Mount Othrys. The eastern coast district, from Moimt Ossa to the Bay of 
Pagasae, bore the name of Ma^esia. The southern valley, between Mounts 
Othrys and Oeta, is watered by tne Spercheius. But the chief river of the country 
is the Peneius, with numerous tributaries. 

Thessaly was originally inhabited by a variety of Greek tribes, inhabiting 
peparate districts, which derived their names from these tribes or from some feature 
of the district itself, viz. : — ^HestisBotis, Pelasgiotis, Thessaliotis, Phthiotis, Magnesia, 
Bolopia, (EtsBa, (about Mount Oeta,) and Malis, the coast district about the Malian 
bay, to which may be added the northern district of Tripolis. In B.C. 344 the 
whole of Thessaly became subject to Macedonia, and in the end it had, like the 
rest of Greece, to recognise the supremacy of Rome. 

The chief towns of O^iessaly were: — ^Lamia, north of the Maliac gulf, near which 
the Greeks carried on the Lamian war in B.C. 323 against Antipater; Pharsalus, 
near which, in b.c. 48, Julius Caesar defeated Pompey; Hypatia, in the valley of 
the Spercheius, whose inhabitants were notorious as sorcerers, and skilled in the 
use of poisons ; Gomphi, near a mountain pass leading from Epirus into Thessaly; 
Gonnis, or Gonni, near the vale of Tempe, a strong fortress; Jjarissa^ a large city 
on the Peneius, the residence of the Aleuadae, one of the great aristocratic or 
ruling families of Thessaly, became in Roman times the capital of the whole 
country ; Pherte, not far from the Bay of Pagasae — Pagasae being, in fact, the port 
of Pherae — ^was, next to Larissa, the most important town of Thessaly; Scotnssa, 
near the famous hills called Cynoscephalae, where PhUip of Macedonia was defeated 
by the Romans in B.C. 197; Demetrias, a very strong fortress, founded by Demetrius 
Poliorcetes, one of the fetters of Greece under the Macedonians. 

3. AGABNANIA, in the west of Greece, boimded in the north by the Gulf of 
Ambracia, in the east and south by ^tolia, from which it is separated by the 
river Achelous. The country has no very high hills, nor any river of consequence, 
but is very fertile. On the coast there were several Corinthian colonies ; but the 
Acamanians themselves do not act any prominent part in the history of Greece, 
and were always behind the rest of the Greeks in intellectual culture, though 
they were excellent soldiers. Acamania has some celebrated headlands, such as 
Leucate, in the south of the peninsula of Leucas; and Actiimi, at the entrance oi 
the Ambracian Gulf, where, in b.c. 31, Augustus gained his great victory over 
Antony. The various towns seem to have formed a confederation under one 
government. The largest and most important among them was Stratus, on the 
Achelous, which was the capital of Acamania. Amon^ the other towns we may 
mention Argofi Amphiochicum. When Augustus, after his victory at Actium, built 
Kicopolis, tiie inhabitants of Argos and several other towns were transferred to 
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the new settlement; AnActorinm, a Corinthian colony on the Ambracian Golf; 
Alyzia, also a C(»iDthian colony, with a famous temple and statue of Heracles; 
CEniadiB, whose possession was frequently contested by the ^Etolians and Acar- 
nanians, but the Komans ^ve it to the latter and fortified it; Leucas, on the 
north-east coast of the penmsula of Leucas, was a Corinthian colony. At first 
this peninsula was connected with the mainland by a marshy isthmus, through 
which the Corinthians cut a canal, and thus chanced Lucas into an island. 

4. ^TOUA, a l^e country surrounded by Acamania, the sea, the Ozolian 
Locris, Doris, and Thessaly. The country originally bearing this name was 
bounded in the west by the Achelous, and in the east by the Ev^nus; but it was 
subsequently extended farther east, -^tolia is, on the whole, a rough and unpro- 
ductive coimtry, but the maritime districts in the south consist of very fertile 
plains. It contains one lake of very considerable extent. Lake Trichonis, and 
other smaller lakes occur near the coast. The chief rivers are the Achelous, the 
largest river in Greece, which separated i^tolia from Acamania, and the Evenus. 
The southern promontory is called Antirrhion, opposite to the Bhion, in Achaia, 
between which there is the narrow entrance to the Corinthian Gulf. The ^tolians 
were indeed genuine Greeks, but did not attain the same degree of civilization as 
the rest, whence they are sometimes considered as barbarians. 

The most important towns were : — Galydon, famous in the ancient legends as the 
scene of the Cailydonian hunt; its decay dates from the time of Augustus; Pleuron, 
on the west of Calydon, a very ancient city ; Thermum, at the foot of the Fanss- 
tolian hills, famous for its hot springs. When the ^tolian League was formed 
against Macedonia, Thermum was the capital of the Confederacy, and the place of 
meeting for the deputies from other parts; Ghalcis, Fylene, and Olenus, are towns 
of less importance. 

5. DOSlS, one of the smallest States of Greece, on the east of ^Etolia, is shut in 
on all sides by mountains except in the east ; it has no rivers of any consequence, 
and contained only four small towns, Erineus, Boium, Findus, and Oytinium. The 
inhabitants are said to have conquered and peopled the greater part of Peloponnesus, 
many of the islands, and the south-west comer of Asia Minor. 

6. LOGBIS. This name belongs to two distinct provinces of Greece ; the one 
forms the coast country on the Maliac Gulf and the Euripus, and is itself divided 
into the country of the Epicnemidian Locrians, and the Opuntian Locrians. The 
second Locris, inhabited by the Ozolian Locrians, is bounded in the north by 
-^tolia and Doris, and in the south by the Corinthian Gulf. These three Locrians 
must at one time have formed one tribe of Greeks, but were separated, for reasons 
unknown to us; after which each of the two followed its own course and mode of 
life, the Ozolian Locrians being always described as less civilized than their northern 
kinsmen. 

The Opuntian Locrians derived the name from the town of Opus, at some dis- 
tance from the sea. The Epicnemidian Locrians were so called from Mount 
Cnemis, which separated them from Phocis. Their chief town was Thronium. 
The district is memorable in history on account of the famous pass of Thermopylaa, 
between the hills and the sea, where Leonidas, in b.o. 480, ofiered a heroic resist- 
ance to the invading hosts of the Persians. Near this place were hot springs and 
the town of Anthela, where the Amphictyonic Council met once every year. 

The Ozolian Locrians derived their name from the smell of the undressed skins 
which in ancient times they are said to have worn as clothes. The country is for 
the most part mountainous and unproductive. The principal towns are : — ^Amphlssa, 
in the eastern part of the coimtry; it was destroyed by Philip of Macedonia during 
the sacred war in B.C. 338, but was afterwards restored. The town next in 
importance was Naupactus, on the south-west coast, with an excellent harbour. 
In B. c 455 it was in the hands- of the Athenians, who allowed ti^e exiled Messeniana 
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to settle there. The remainmf;; towns of Locris, such as flJ'Ati^ii^f^ Tolophon, Anti- 
cyra, and some others, were little more than villages. 

7. FH00I8, bounded in the east by the Opuntian, m the north by the Epicnemidian 
Locrians, in the west by Doris and the O^olian Locrians, and in the south by the 
Corinthian gulf, was, on the whole, a mountainous and unproductive country. 
Mount FamasBOB, in the centre, rises to a height of about 7000 feet, and sends out 
branches in several directions. The principal river is the Oephissus, passing from 
Doris through Phocis into Boeotia, the vaUey of which, and the district round the 
Bay of Crissa, are the most fertile parts of the country. Phocis had to suffer 
much from so-called sacred wars, during, and in consequence of which, most of its 
towns were razed to the ground. 

The chief town of Phocis, to which mainly it owes its celebrity in history, was 
Delphi, anciently called Pjrtho, situated on a southern slope of Mount Parnassus. 
It contained the most famous oracle of Apollo, in whose temple a small opening in 
the ground was 'believed to exist, from which an intoxicatmg vapour arose. A 
priestess, affected by the exhalation, uttered unintelligible sounds, which the 
priests wrote down and interpreted as the oracles of the god. The temple was 
enormously wealthy, rich donations beine given by the grateful pilgrims who 
visited Delphi to consult the oracle. But these treasures were squandered by the 
Phocians during the sacred wars. Near the town, which was not very large, the 
Pythian games were celebrated in honour of Apollo. Its inhabitants were Dorians, 
and the management of the town and temple was in the hands of a few Dorian 
families. Delphi is described by the poets as the centre or navel of the earth. 
Other towns were : — Girrha, the port town of Delphi, whose inhabitants became 
notorious for extorting money from the pilgrims going to Delphi ; in consequence 
of this their town was destroyed by tne order of the Amphictyonic Council; 
Anticyra, at the head of the bay wmch derived its name from it, was celebrated 
for the production and preparation of the plant nasturtium ; Ambrysus, a strongly 
fortified town at the foot oi Mount Cirphis; Daulis ^ays an important part in the 
ancient Greek legends; Abie, in the north-east of Fhocis, contained an ancient 
temple and oracle of ApoUo ; Elatea, next to Delphi the most important town of 
Phocis, near a pass of Mount Cnenus, and on a road leading to the north of Greece, 
whence Elatea was much exposed to attacks from the north. The other towns 
of Phocis are of little historical importance. 

8. BCEOTIA is surrounded on two sides by the sea, the Euripus and the Corinthian 
Gulf, and on the other sides it is shut in by moimtains, Cithsdron and Fames in the 
south, and the Helicon in the west. The country contahis extensive and fertile 
plains, especially those traversed by the rivers Asopus and Oephissus. The central 
part contains the marshy lake Copals. The river Cephissus, which forms Lake 
Copais, issues from it, and through a subterraneous passage (Catabothra) flows into 
the Euripus. The inhabitants are often spoken of as dull and stupid. They 
belonged to the ^olian branch of the Greek nation, and are said to have come 
from Thessaly, and to have expelled ma^ of the original inhabitants, such as the 
Minyans and Cadmeans. The whole of Boeotia formed a confederation of several 
independent states, with Thebes at their head, and the government was generally 
aristocratic. 

The capital of Boeotia was Thebes, on the small river Ismenus. Its acropolis, 
called Cadmea, was said to have been founded by the Phoenician Cadmus, and 
around it was built the city of Thebes. No city is more famous in legendary 
history than this. It was at first governed by kin^, and after the abolition of 
royalty, its government was at first aristocratic, but in the end it became utterly 
democratic. In historical times Thebes only once occupies a prominent place in 
the affairs of Greece, when Pelopidas and Epaminondas defended their country 
against the Spartans. After the oattle of Chseroneia, Thebes fell into the hands 
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of the Macedonians; and when it attempted to shake off the voke, it was destroyed 
by Alexander the Great in B.C. 336. It was, indeed, rebuilt, but under the Romans 
it gradually declined. It was the birthplace of the poet Pindar. Among the 
other towns of Bceotia we may mention Orchomenus, sumamed the Minyan, on 
the river Oephissus, a very ancient city, which in early times appears to have 
exercised the supremacy over many other towns. In B.C. 367 it was destroyed by 
the Thebans, and, though rebuilt, never recovered its former ereatness; Chneronea, 
famous for the battles fought in its neighbourhood, in the last of which, in B.C. 
338, Philip of Macedonia gave the final blow to the independence of Greece. It 
was the birthplace of Plutarch; Lebadea, famous for an oracular cave of Tro- 
ponins ; Goronea, likewise famed for seveiul battles fought in the neighbourhood ; . 
faaliartuB was destroyed by the Persians in B.C. 480, but being rebuilt and enjoying 
considerable prosperity, wa» finally destroyed by the Romans in b.c. 170; Thespi» 
was burned to the ground by the Persians on account of the brave resistance 
offered by its inhabitants to them at Thermopylsei. The town was famous 
for the statue of Eros by Praxiteles, on account of which many strangers visited 
Thespise ; Leuctra, between Thespise and Plataeas, is known in history for the 
victory of Epaminondas over the Spartans ; Flataess, was destroyed by the Persians, 
and near its site was fought the great battle by which the Persians were finally 
driven out of Greece. Its site was then declared sacred and inviolable, and the 
surviving inhabitants were richly rewarded by the Greeks. It was then rebuilt, 
but was twice destroyed in later times, so that in the end it was little better than 
a village ; Tanagra is said to have been founded by the Phoenicians^ and became 
an important commercial place ; Aulis, the port town from which the Greek fieet 
is said to have sailed aeainst Troy ; not far irom it was a place called Anthedon, 
chiefly inhabited by fishermen. 

9. ATTICA, in hist(»y the most important of the countries of Greece, was 
separated in the north from Boeotia by Mounts Oithseron and Pames, while 
on all other sides it was surrounded W the sea. It is for the most part 
mountainous, and not very productive; but the energy and genius of its in- 
habitants effected such chan^esr that some of the poets describe it as the most 
blessed country in the world. The greatest plain is that of Marathon, in the 
north-east, next to which that of Meusis, and one in the neighbourhood of 
Athens down to Cape Zoster, deserve to be mentioned. The bills furnished 
excellent marble, and the mines of Laurium produced a considerable amount of 
silver. The peninsula of Attica terminates in Cape Sunium, on which there 
stood a splendid temple of Athena^ of which some columns are still standing. 
The principal river is the Gephissus* The inhabitants of Attica belonged to the 
Ionian branch of the Greek nation. The country was originally divided into several 
independent little states, which are said to have been united mto one by Theseus, 
who also made Athens the capital of the whole country. This city, the most 
illustrious in the ancient world, was situated between the rivers Cephissus and 
Iliissus, a few miles from the sea. On its north-eastern side was Mount Xycabettus, 
and on the south-eastern Mount Hymettua The most ancient part of the city 
stood on a rock rising out of the plain, and forming the acropolis, around which a 
lower city was gradually formed. It was destroyed by the Persians in B.c. 480, 
but was afterwards rebuilt, and adorned with the most splendid temples and publia 
buildings the world has ever seen, though private houses continued to be small and 
insignificant. The streets were narrow and irregular. Even when Greece had 
lost its independence Athens remained a flourig£ing city. Political life being 
extinct, it became, in the time of the Romans, the resort of philosophers and men 
of learning, and was visited by young men from all parts for the purpose of study. 
Athens had three harbours, the principal one being Peineeus, which in the course 
of time became a large port-town, and, like Athens, was surrounded with .walls bfiT 

B 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 CLASSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

Themiatocles. The port-town was connected with the city W two long wsJli^ 
l>etween which communication with the sea was kept open. The city itself em- 
braced several other hills besides the acropolis, such as the hill of the Nymphs and 
the Fnyx. Several Koman emperors (ud much to preserve and increase the 
attractions of Athens, but in the reign of Arcadius and Honorius the Goths reduced 
it almost to a heap of ruins. 

The more important among the many other places of Attica were : — ^ElenslB, on 
the coast of the plain of T&a, possessed a msignificent temple of Bemeter, in 
honour of whom the Kleusinian mysteries were celebrated; EleTttheite, on the 
road to Thebes in the north-west of Attica ; Achain», whose inhabitants carried 
on a considerable trade in charcoal; Marathon, in the plain in the north-east of 
Attica, celebrated for the great victory gained there, in B.C. 490, by the Athenians 
over the Persians ; Phyle, a mountain fortress near the Boeotian frontier, where 
Thrasybulus, in B.C. 403, assembled his fellow-exiles, and put an end to the rule of 
the thirty tyrants ; Hhamnus, on the east coast, contained a temple of Nemesis 
and a statue by Pheidias; Brauron, celebrated for its worship of the Jaurian 
Artemis. Other towns of less historical importance are OropuB, Piasife, lExane^ 
Halfe, AnaphlystoB, &c. 

10. MEGABIS, in the north-west of Attica, and one of the smallest States of 
Greece, is very mountainous, except in the central part. The original inhabitants 
seem to have been lonians. They were conquered by the Dorians, and adopted 
the Doric institutions and form of government. The chief town was Megara, 
situated between two small streams, became in the course of time a populous 
and prosperous place. Its port, NissBa, was connected with the city by two long 
walls. It sent out ms^ colonies, and had a long struggle with Athens for the 

n session of Salamis. The city was destroyed by the Komans, and never recovered 
n the blow. There were a few other towns in Megaris, such as Pag» and 
JEgisthera. 

n.— PELOPONNESTTS. 

Peloponnesus is the name of the great southern peninsula of Greece, deriving its 
name &om the mythical king Pelops. The great body of the inhabitants consisted 
in the earliest times of Achseans, most of whom were subdued during the immi- 
gration of the Dorians, about B.C. 1100; but others, expelling the lonians from the 
north coast of the peninsula, took possession of it, and ^ave it the name of Achaia, 
which it bore ever after. The whole of the peninsula, like continental Greece, 
was divided iuto a number of separate countries or districts : — 

1. GOfilNTHEA. — The territory of Corinth embraced the isthmus and a portion 
of Peloponnesus. In the north and south the country is hilly, but in the centre 
it is a plain from which the solitary rock of AcrocorinthiiB rises to the height of 
1900 feet. The inhabitants belonged to the i^Uan branch of the Greek nation, 
but after the Doric conquest of Peloponnesus, all political power passed into the 
hands of the Dorians, and the iEolians became their subjects. 

The principal city was Gorinthus or Corinth, at the foot of Acrocorinthus, which 
formed its acropolis. It was one of the most splendid and wealthy cities of Greece, 
and had two ports, Genchrefe on the Saronic Gulf, and LechsBon <m the Corinthian 
Gulf, so as to command both seas. This favourable position made it a most 
important commercial city, but its inhabitants were given to luxury and licentious- 
ness. In B.C. 146 it was destroyed by the Bomans, who carried its art treasures 
to Home. It was rebuilt in b.c. 46 by Julius Caesar, who peopled it with homeless 
people from all parts; but it never recovered its former prosperity. Another town 
in Corinthia was Schcenus, near which the Isthmian games were celebrated in 
honour of Poseidon. The other places of the count^ were little more than 
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2. PgTiTASTA, the territory of the city (A Fbliiis, which formed a little state by 
itself. It was a Doric state. The city itself was situated in the centre of the 
district, at the foot of a high hill. 

3. 8IGY0NIA, the territory of the city of Sicyon, near the coast of the Corin- 
thian galf, is sometimes regarded as a part of Achaia. The original city was 
situated in a plain a little to the west of the river Aaopus ; but this city was 
destroyed by Demetrius Poliorcetes, and a new one was built on higher ground 
nearer the acropolis^ The inhabitants were Dorians, but cultivated the fine arts 
at a very early period. In the time of the Komans the place gradually decayed. 

4. ACHAIA, the coast land in the north of Peloponnesus, bordering in the south 
on Elis and Arcadia. The eastern part is very narrow, but becomes broader 
towards the west. From Arcadia it is separated by lofty mountains, which slope 
down towards the sea. The western part contains some fertile plains, but, generally 
speaking, the country is poor and unproductive. The promontory of Bhion is that 
part of Achaia which is nearest continental Greece, and that of Araxus forms the 
extreme west of the country. Achaia has several rivers, such as the Larissns, 
which separates it from Elis ; the Fiems, the Selinus, and others ; but none are of 
any importance. The original inhabitants of the country were lonians, but at 
the time of the Dorian conquest they were dislodged by Achaeans, who had been 
driven from their own homes by the Dorians. They were at first governed by kings, 
but when royalty was abolished a democratic form of government was established, 
and twelve Achaean towns formed a confederacy for mutual protection. They do 
not often appear during the brightest period of Greek history, but in the time 
of the Macedonians they formed a league, which was also joined by other states, 
against their northern enemy. When the Romans made Greece a Roman pro* 
Tmce, they gave the name of Achaia to the whole of it. 

The principal towns were : — ^Djine, on the bay of PatrsB, of which ruins stiU exist ; 
Patrffi, on the south of Cape Rhion, was originally a jplace of no importance till 
after the battle of Actium, when Augustus enlarged it, by transferring to it the 
inhabitants of Dyme; it then became a flourishing commercial place ; I%ar99, was 
added by Augustus to the territory of Patrse; iEgium, on the Corinthian gulf, near 
which were held the meetings of the AchsBan league ; Helice and Bura, ancient 
places on the coasts were swallowed up by the sea during an earthquake in 
B.C. 373; ^gSB, with its famous temple of Poseidon; iEgira, chief port of Achaia; 
Pellene, the most eastern town of Achaia, whose inhabitants in early times are said 
to have peopled the peninsula of Pallene, in the south of Thrace. The other towns 
of Achaia are of little historical importance. 

5. ABGOUS, the north-eastern peninsula of Peloponnesus, bordering in the west 
on Arcadia, in the north on Corinthia, and surrounded on the other sides by the 
»3a. This country is the scene of many of the early legends of Greek story; it 
was at first divided into several small kmgdoms, such as those of Argos, Mycente^ 
and Tirjms, but afterwards each of its cmef towns ruled over the neighbouring 
territory. The eastern and western parts are mountainous, but the city of Argos 
was situated in an extensive plain. The principal rivers are the Inachus, and the 
Gharadms, its tributary; the other rivers are little more than mountain torrents. 
The plain of Argos, in summer, is much in want of moisture. The earliest inhabi- 
tants we know of were Achaeans, who for a long time resisted the Doric invaders, 
until in the end the whole became one of the Doric states. 

The chief towns were: — ^Argos or Argi, sometimes sumamed the Achaean, to dis- 
tinguish it from other towns of the same name, was situated not far from the river 
Inachus, in a plain, which is the lar^gest in Peloponnesus. Its citadel was called 
Larissa, and its port-town was Nauplia. Argos was one of the most ancient cities 
of Greece, probably founded by Pelasgians. It contained many splendid temples, 
the most famous of which was that of Hei^a, at some distsudce from the city. 
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Mycenss, north of Argos, a very ancient city, snrrounded with Cyclopean walla. 
In the Homeric poems it appears as the capital of A^menmon, but afterwards it 
decayed, and was fins^^ destroyed by the Argives. There are still some interest- 
ing remains of this ancient place, as the so-called treasure-house of Atreus, and 
the lion gate, which contains a specimen of the most ancient sculpture; Tiryns, 
kkewise a very ancient place with strong Cyclopean fortifications, was also de- 
stroyed by the Argives, and its inhabitants transferred to Argos ; Epidaurns, on 
the coast of the Saronic gulf, famous fco* its temple of Asclepus — it was situated 
some distance from the town, and was visited by numerous mvalids in search of 
health; Troezen, on the Saronic gulf, was always a town of some importance, and 
fuU of splendid temples and worka of art; Hermione, on the south coast, an ancient 
and flourishing town, especially celebrated for its temple of Demeter; Nemea, in a 
valley in the north of Argqlis, celebrated for the Nemean games, which were held 
there in honour of Zeus ; CleonsB, in the north-east of the country, formed an in- 
dependent state. Round the coasts of Argolis there are several small islands, 
among which Galanria and Hydrea deserve to be specially mentioned. 

6. ARCADIA, the central part of Peloponnesus, is shut in and traversed by lofty 
mountains, so that it forms the highlands of the Peloponnesus. Many of the 
moimtains are wild and bleak, and the vaUeys small, and not very fertile. The 
principal mountains are : — Gyllene, Erymanthns, Parrhasius, Stymphalns, &c. The 
principal rivers are the Alpheius, the Ladon, its tributary, and the Helissus.' Some 
of the smaller rivers, being shut in by mountains, have to force their way through 
subterraneous passages in the rocks. 

The inhabitants of Arcadia, being protected by their mountains, were the same 
from time immemorial, and were not conquered by the Dorians; they led a pastoral 
life, and always preserved their ancient manners, being little afl'ected by the civiliza- 
tion of their neighbours. 

The most ancient and largest of the Arcadian towns was Mantinea, near which 
two famous battles were fought, in the latter of which Epaminondas lost his life 
in B.C. 362. In B.C. 222 the town was taken by Antigonus Doson, who changed 
its name into Antigoneia, which it retained until the time of Hadrian, who restored 
the ancient name, and adorned the place with temples and monuments of his favourite 
Antinous, who claimed to be descended from the Mantineians. Orchomenua, cele- 
brated for its excellent breed of sheep ; Pheneus, from which Evander is said to 
have emigrated to Italy; Megalopolis, the most recent and southern city of Arcadia, 
was built, in B.C. 371, against the Spartans on the Helisson, and is said to have been 
peopled by the inhabitants of thirty-eight other towns ; it was the birthplace of 
Polybius and Philopoemen; Tegea, in the south-east of Arcadia, a very ancient and 
important place, contained a most magnificent temple of Athena, with an ivory 
statue of the goddess; Phigalia, in the south-west, celebrated for a splendid temple 
of ApoUo in its neighbourhood, some interesting sculptures of which are preserved 
in the British Museum. The remaining towns of Arcadia are of less nistorical 
importance. 

7. ELIS, on the west coast of Peloponnesus, separated from Achaia by the river 
Larissus, and from Messenia in the south by the .Neda. The hills of Elis are mere 
ofishoots of the Arcadian mountains sloping down to the plain, which forms a larse 
sea-board. The principal rivers are the Peneius and the Alpheius, which latter m 
legendary story is described as connected with the well Arethusa, near Syracuse, in 
Sicily. At the Doric conquest, the Epeians, the original inhabitants of the counlry, 
are said to have united with the invading iEltolians, and thus to have formed the 
nation of th6 Eleans. The chief city of the country was Elis, on a height close to 
the river Peneius, which became a splendid and populous place, with many temples 
and shrines ; Cyllene, the port-town of Elis ; Pylos, perhaps the residence of the 
Jlomeric Nestor, on the river Peneius; another town of the same name was situated 
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in the south on the sea-coast^ OlympiA, on the Alpheins, was notatownBnt a dis- 
trict, containing the great temple of Zeus, near which the Olympian ^mes were 
celebrated, and which was surrounded by a sacred ^ve called Altis. There were 
no doubt many other buildings for the accommodation of visitors, but they did not 
form a civic commimity. Some of the spots connected with the Olympian games 
can still be discerned. Other towns, such as Pisa^ Lepieum, and Sa^cum, are of 
less importance. 

8. KuISSENIA, the south-western part oi Peloponnesus, was separated from 
Laconia by Mount Taysetus. The central part of the country is a most fertile 
valley or plain, traversed by the river Pamisus. Altogether Messenia was perhaps 
the most fertile country oi Greece. Its original inhabitants, the Achaeans, were^ 
con(]|uered by the Dorians, but treated mildly; and the Spartans, coveting the pos- 
session of the rich country, reduced, in B.C. 668, the Messenians to the condition t)f 
helots or slaves, and took possessicm of their lands. In this condition the country 
remained until b.c. 369, when Epaminondas restored the country and its inhabit* 
ants to independence. 

Messene, the capital of the country, was built by Epaminondas, in B.o. 369, on a 
mountain between two plains; its acropolis bore the name of Ithome, a strong 
fortress, which acts a most prominent part in the wars with the Spartans. The 
most famous town on the west coast is Pyloa, opposite the island Spnacteiia, which 
in all probability was the residence of King Nestor. Other towns are the moun- 
tain fortress of Lea, in the north ; Methane ; Asine ; and Stenydems, celebrated for 
the fertility of the plain in which it was situated. 

9. LAGOKIA, the southernmost j^art of Peloponnesus, terminating in the west 
in Cape TsBnarum, and in the east in Cape Malea. The country is traversed from 
north to south by two ranges of mountains; in the west by Mount Taygetus, and 
in the east by Mount Famon, between which lies the great valley of the river 
Eurotaa. This valley was very fertile. On the western bank of the Eurotas was 
situated the chief city of Laconia, called Sparta. During the Doric conquest the 
Achseans were reduced partly to the condition of subjects, and partly to that of 
slaves to the conquerors ; and the dominant class took up its abode at Sparta. 
This city was for a long time unprotected by walls, the valour and warlike char- 
acter of its inhabitants being thought sufficient for its protection; but during 
the Macedonian period it was fortified. The city contained a number of splendid 
temples and public buildings. Gythium, its port-town and naval arsenal, was at 
a considerable distance from the city, on the west of the mouth of the Eurotas. 
Other towns in Laconia were: — ^Amycte, south of Sparta, famous for its temple 
of Apollo, with a magnificent throne of the god; Helos, on the south-east side 
of the Eurotas, from which the Spartan helots are supposed to have derived their 
name ; Ejiidaurus limera, celebrated for its worship of Asclepius ; Sellasia, north- 
east of Sparta, where, in b. c. 221, a great battle was fought between the Spartans 
and Macedonians ; GarysB, in the north of Laconia, from which the female figures 
in architecture. Caryatides, are supposed to have derived their name. Other 
Laconian towns are not of much historical importance. ^ 

m.— THE 6SEEK ISLANDS. 

1. Islancls about the Coasts of Greece. The northernmost island on the western 
coast is Ckncyia, the modem Corfu ; it is about thirty-eight miles in length, and is 
on the whole mountainous, but has also some fertile valleys. The principal town 
of the island was Gorcyia, with its port Hyllalcns; the only other town was. 
Cassiope. Corcyra was colonized by Corinthians about B.C. 700, and soon became 
a rich and powerful commercial city, which itself founded many colonies on the 
mainland opposite. During a civil war, in B.c. 431, the Corcyraeans ruined their 
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own prosperity. Both in the north and south of Corcyra there is a number of 
amidler islands, such as Qthronos, Ericusa, Maltlftu^, &c. 

2. Leucas, opposite the north-west coast of Acamania, was originally connected 
with the mainland by an isthmus, through which the Corinthians cut a canal, and 
near it they founded the town of Leucas, which for a time was a flourishing place, 
until, in B.c. 197, it was taken and plundered by the Romans. The island contained 
two other small towns, Phara and Hellomenus. South of the island there is a 
small group of islets called the Taphian Islands. 

3. C^phallenia, the largest of the islands on the west of Greece, is called by 
Homer Same or Samos. The island is very mountainous, and on the top of one of 
the heights called Mount j^nos was a temple of Zeus. Cephallenia contained four 
small towns, wheno^ it is called tetrapoHs, but none of them plays any great part 
in Greek history. 

4. Ithaca, a small rocky island between Cephallenia and the mainland, is cele- 
brated in early legends as the residence of Odysseus. The island contained only 
one town, on the isthmus connecting the northern with the southern part. Between 
the island and the mainland is a group of islands called the Echinades, about the 
mouth of the Achelous. 

5. Zacynthus, off the coast of Elis, a richly wooded island, was, and is still 
celebrated for its wells. of fluid naptha near its south coast. It contained only one 
town, bearing the same name as the island, but is said to have founded the town 
of Saguntum in Spain. 

6. Sphacteria, a small uninhabited island in front of the bay of Pylos, owes its 
celebrity to the fact that in B.C. 425 a body of 400 Spartans was captured there by 
the Athenian Cleon. 

7. Cythera, a rocky island off the south-eastern coast of Laconia, contains scarcely 
any part fit for agriculture. It was successively owned by Phoenicians, Argives, 
Lacedaemonians, and Athenians. It contained two places scarcely more than vil- 
lages, but had a famous temple of Aphrodite, whose worship had been introduced 
there from Phoenicia. 

On the east coast of Peloponnesus we meet with a considerable number of small 
islands, the most famous of which is that of Hydrea. 

In the Saronic gulf we have, close to the coast of Argolis, the island of Galaoria, 
where Demosthenes sought an asylum and took poison in b.c. 322. 

8. iEgina, in the cenlxe of the Saronic gulf, was taken possession of by Dorians 
from Epidaurus, and became a little independent state of considerable maritime 
power. It suffered much during the Peloponnesian war, and never afterwards 
entirely recovered. It contained one town of the same name ; and on a hill in the 
south-east there was a temple of Zeus Panhellenius, most interesting sculptures 
from which are in the museum at Munich. It is worthy of note that ^gina was 
the seat of a great school of art. 

9. Salamis, in front of the bay of Eleusis, is traversed by a chain of hills, but 
also contains much fertile land. Tie possession of the island was long a matter of 
dispute between Athei^ and Megara, but ultimately It fell into the hands of the 
Athenians, in which cmidition it remained until the Macedonian time. It con- 
tained one town of the same name as the island, and is famous in history for the 
great naval battle fought there Between the Greeks and Persians in B.C. 480. 

10. Euboea, the largest island in the iElgsean, stretching along the coast of 
Greece, from which it is separated by the BuripuSj or the Euboean Sea. It is 
traversed in its whole length by a range of mountains, some of which rise to about 
7000 feet. The east coast is particularly- rocky and dangerous, but the island also 
contains rich and fertile plains and valleys. The ^eater part of the island was 
inhabited by lonians, and its principal towns, Ohalcis and Eretria, were Athenian 
colonies. After the Persian wars, Euboea became dependent upon Athens. A 



Digitized by 



Google 



GREECE. 23 

promontory in the north, Aitemisiiun, contained a temple of Artemis, and ia famous 
for the iirst naval battle in which the Greeks defeatea the Persians. 

The town of ChalciB was situated on the shore where the Euripus is narrowest, 
and was connected with the mainland by a bridge. In eairly times it must have been 
a powerful place, as it sent out numerous colonies to the north of the ^ffsean. It 
was very stron^y fortified, and was one of the three great strongholds of Greece ; 
Eretria, south of Chadcis, likewise an important commercial town, rivalling Ohalcia 
in the number of colonies sent into Macedonia, Sicily, and Italy. In B.C. 490 it 
was destroyed by the Persians, and its inhabit{£nts transplanted to Asia. Otiier 
towns of Euboea were : — JEdepsoB, with hot sphugs; Garystus^ in the south, with 
excellent marble quarries and springs of naptha; Oreoe, also called Hesticea, revolted 
from Athens, and on being conquered by rericles, its inhabitants were espeUed, 
and their lands given to Athenian colonisis. The other towns on the island are of 
less importance. 

11. Sdathos, on the north-east of Euboea, with a small town of the same name. 
The island is very rugged, and was often the haunt of pirates. On the east of 
it is the rocky islana of Halonnesus, belonging to Athens. Some other rocky 
islands in the same part of the sea are : — ^Feparethos, Scopelos, Teos, and Scyros, 
the last of which is famous in the legends as the residence of Lycomedes. 

12. Thasos, off the coast of Thrace, opposite the mouth of the Nestus, a barren 
and rocky island, but rich in sold mines, marble, and wine. Its inhabitants were 
colonists from Paros, before whom the Phoenicians had been in possession of it, and 
worked the mines. It ultimately fell into the hands of the Athenians. The 
Island contained three small towns, the principal one bearing the name of Thasoe. 

13. Samothrace, south-east of Thasos, opposite the mouth of the Hebms, con- 
sists of a single mountain sloping down towards the sea. Its name indicates that 
it was inhabited by Samians and Thracians. It was a sort of sacred island, and 
was often used as an asylum in which people sought safety from their pursuers. 
Its only town was situated on the north coast. 

14. Imbros, a hilly island south-east of Samothrace. 

15. Lemnofi contains not many hills, but traces of volcanic action, whence it was 
sacred to Hephaestus, (Vulcan.) There is mention of two Lemnian towns, Myrina, 
on the west coast, and Hephsestia, on the east. We may here add the island of 
TenedoB) off the coast of Troas. 

16. Alonff the west coast of Asia Minor we have the large island of Lesbos, 
intersected by lofty mountains alternating with fertile plains. The sea forms two 
very deep bays, with very narrow entrances. It was colonized by ^Eolians, who 
founded six towns, the most important of which are:— Mytilene, Methymna, and 
Pyrrha. This island and its towns play a prominent part in Greek history. 

17. Chios, south of Lesbos, is likewise mountainous,l)ut produced most excellent 
wine and marble. Its chief town was Chios, near the east coast. It was colonized 
by lonians, whose fate it shared in all their undertakings. Chios is one of the 
places claiming to be the birthplace of Homer. 

18. Psyra, a little island north-west of Chios, was celebrated for its temple of 
Dionysus. 

19. SamoB, opposite the headland of Priene. Its mountains run from east to 
west, being highest in the centre. It is a very fertile island, whence its possession 
was coveted by other states. It was inhabited by lonians, who were among the 
first Greeks that acquired maritime power. Their colonies were very numerous 
in Asia Minor, Thrace, Italy, and Sicily. It was at one time governed by the 
famous tyrant Polycrates, under whom it reached its highest power, and who 
adorned the town of Samos with most splendid temples and buildings. Samoa 
was the birthplace of many emlneut men, of whom Pythagoras is the moot celQ^ 
brated. 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 CLASSICAL GEOGEAPHY. 

20. Icaxia, west of Samoa, a hilly ifiland with good pastures, cave its name to 
the surrounding sea, (Icarium Mare.) It ultimately fell into tiie hands of the 
Samians, who made use of it as pasture lands. South-east of Icaria there is a 
number of small islands, or groups of islands, one of which is called the Gorasio 
Islands; south of them is Fatmos, the place to which the apostle John was banished. 
Passing over some smaller islands, we have, in the sooth, Galynma, and Cos, off the 
coast of Caria. The town of Cos stood on the south-east coast, and possessed an 
excellent harbour and a temple of Asclepius. Its inhabitants were Dorians, btt^ 
seem to have much indulged m luxurious habits. 

The islands of Bhodus, Crete, and Cyprus must be looked for in the map of the 
Eoman empire. 

21. BHODUS, off the south coast of Caria, is traversed by hiUs of moderate 
height, was extremely fertile, and its climate most delibious and healthy. Its 
inhabitants were Dorians, and its three most ancient towns, lindos, Xalysos, and 
CameiroB, are mentioned in the earliest records; but its chief city, Bhodus, near the 
northern extremity of the island, was the capital of the whole. Rhodes formed 
an independent state by itseU, though it could not always maintain this indepen- 
dence. The siege of the city by Demetrius Foliorcetes is one of the most memorable 
in ancient history. The town attained its greatest prosperity and renown during the 
period from Alexander the Great to that of Augustus. At the entrance of one of 
its two excellent harbours stood the famous bronze statue of the su^ (the Colossus 
of Rhodes,) seventy cubits hich, which was overthrown by an earthquake to- 
wards the end of the Roman Republic. Rhodes had a famous school oi oratory 
and ar t. 

22. GYPBUS, opposite the coast of Cilicia, one of the most important islands in 
the east of the Mediterranean. A ran^e of mountains, called Mount Olympus, 
traverses the island from east to west; and another range, called Aovis, runs parallel 
to it in the south ; and the two enclose most fertile vaUeys. Its earliest mhabit- 
ants were Phoenicians, but Greek colonies seem to have dislodged them at an 
early period. The island was successively conquered by the Egyptians, Persians, 
and Macedonians; but in B.C. 57 it became a Roman province. This island was one 
of the great seats of the worship of Aphrodite, or Venus. It contained many 
towns, the most important among which were Salamls, on the east coast; Paphos, 
AmaUius, Gitium, Cerynia, &c. 

23. CBETA, the largest of the Greek islands in the south of the ^gaean, sur 
rounded by the sea called the Cretan Sea. The whole of the island is traversed by 
a ranee of mountains from east to west, the highest points of which are Mountk 
Ida, feuca, and Dicteu Mount Ida reaches a height oi 7000 feet. The numerous 
rivers are only mountain torrents; but the connlay is extremely fertile. The early 
legends speak of Crete as containing a hundred towns. For many generations the 
island was governed by kings, who formed a powerful navy, with which they con- 
trolled the neighbouring seas. After the abolition of royalty the towns became 
iadependent, though (^rt3m and Cnossus exercised a sort of supremacy over 
them. The inhabitants, in historical times, were Dorians, who preserved their 
ancient institutions as scrupulously as the Spartans. Their moral character, 
however, does not appear to have enjoyed any particular reputation. In b. c. 57 
the island was made a Roman provmce. Besides the two principal cities, 
Gortyn and Cnossus, we may mention Cydonia, PhsBstus, Kinoa, Lyctos, &c. 

24. The Cydades consist of a large group of islands in the ^gasan, of which 
the little sacred island of Delos formed the centre. This island, sacred to Apollo, 
was believed to have been the birthplace of himself and his sister Artemis, and 
to have originally been a floating island. Delos and its temple of Apollo became 
the richest in all Greece. Other islands of this group are: — Naxos, sacred to 
Bacchus, was inhabited by lonians; Andios, the northernmost of the whold 
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group, produced excellent wine, and seems at one time to have been a place 
of great importance; Pares, likewise peopled by lonians, is famous from its 
riclmess in marble ; Melos, in the south-west, with its town of Melos, which had 
an excellent harbour; it is of a volcanic nature, containing hot springs, and 
mines of sulphur and alum, but its soil is very fertile; it was colonized by 
Dorians, who were, however, exterminated by the Athenians in b.c. 416; Gees, 
in the north-west of the group, inhabited by lonians, had four small towns, and 
a very fertile soil and delightful climate; Seriphos, a barren, rocky island, 
received Ionian colonies from Attica, but always remained a poor place ; Syros, 
about the centre of the group, with two towns ; Tenos, a rocky island, but still 
well watered and fertile ; Myoonos, east of Delos, a poor and unproductive island, 
of little historical importance. The rest of the Cyclades are small, unimportant 
islets. 

A few other islands, not belonging to the group of the Cyclades, are caUed the 
Sporades, which genendlv include the islands between Crete and the coast of Asia 
Minor; whence some of those along the coast of Asia Minor which we have 
already described are sometimes regarded as belonging to the Sporades. But in a 
narrower sense the following may be noticed : — Thera, a very fertile island, in the 
form of a horse-shoe, forming in the west a deep bay; it is thoroughly volcanic, 
and new little islands have from time to time arisen in its vicinity. Cyrene, in 
Africa, was a colony of Thera ; Anaphe, a small island, with a temple of Apollo ; 
Astypalsga, a colony of Megara, which founded a town in the ishuid ; Amoigos, 
with three small towns ; Siphnus, contained gold and silver mines, which, how- 
ever, in later times, did not produce much ; los, north of Thera, was colonized by 
lonians, whence its name ; Cythnos, south of Ceos, is reckoned by some as one of 
the Cyclades, was celebrated for its hot springs and excellent cheese. 

Some smaller islands, both among the Cyclades and Sporades, are not of any 
historical importance. 



MAP X.-ITALIA, SICILIA, SABDINIA, CORSICA, &Q. 

1. ITALIA. This name originally belonged only to the south-eastern part of 
Italy, but about b.c. 270 it was applied to the whole peninsula, as far north as the 
rivers Macra in the west, and Rubicon in the east, until finally, in the reign of 
Augustus, it was extended to the whole of the peninsula, hrom the foot of the 
Alps to the Straits of Sicily. The whole country is traversed by a chain of moun- 
tains called Mons Apenninus, which terminates in the two southern promontories 
of Leucopetra and the lai^ygian Pr.; the mountains of Sicily are only a continua- 
tion of the Apennines. The country was, on the whole, one of the most fertile in 
the ancient world, and had many excellent harbours, especially on its western and 
southern shores. 

The principal rivers are : — ^the Fadus, rising in the Cottian Alps, and receiving 
numerous tributaries, both from the Alps and the Apennines, discharges itself 
by several mouths into the Adriatic ; the Athesis, rising in the Rhsetian Alps, 
likewise flows into the Adriatic ; the Amns, having its sources in the Apennines, 
flows westward into the Tyrrhenian Sea ; the Tiberis, likewise having ite sources 
in the Apennines, flows in a southern direction between Umbria and Etruria into 
the Tyrrnenian Sea ; the Liris, rising in the country of the Marsi, flows through 
Latium into the Mare Inferum ; the Yultumus has its sources in the north-west 
of Samnium, and flows through Campania into the sea ; the Aufidus likewise rises 
in Samnium, but flows in an eastern direction into the Adriatic. 

Italy has also many and beautiful lakes, the largest of which is the Lacua 
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Verbanns, now called Lago Ma^giore; Lacns Benacxus, (Lago di Garda,) from 
which the river Mincius issues ; ^uGva Larins, (Lago di Como, ) so called from the 
town of Comunv at its south-western extremity; Lacus Trasimenus, in Etruria, 
famous for the battle lost on its banks by the Romans in B.C. 217 ; Lacns Vulsini- 
ensis, in Etruria; Lacns Fucinns, in the east of Latium, the waters of which 
were led by an artificial channel into the Liris ; Lacus Amsancti, a small lake in 
the south of Sanmium, from which mephitic vapours arose ; and Lacus Avemas, 
in Campania, near Cumse, a small lake, filling the crater of an extinct volcano. 
Its banks were covered with dark forests, and near it is a cave which was 
believed to be the entrance to the lower regions. Not far from this is another 
small lake, called Lacus Lucrinus, famous for its oysters. 

The inhabitants of Italy may be divided into four classes. In the south-eastern 
peninsula we meet with the lapygians, of unknown origin : Central Italy con- 
tained a great number of tribes, such as the Umbrians, latins, Samnites, Oscans^ 
&c., all of which belonged to the same stock, and spoke languages differing from 
each other only as dialects. The whole of north-eastern Italy was, at one time, 
inhabited by the Etruscans, who called themselves Basena; but they were driven 
from that country by the invading Gauls, and finally settled in Etruria ; so that 
henceforth the north of Italy, from the Apennines to the Alps, was occupied by 
Gauls, and that vast country was called uallia Gisalpina. To these nations of 
Italy we must add the numerous Greek colonies on the south eoasts. From them 
Southern Italy obtained the name of Magna Grsecia. 

The whole of Italy was divided by Augustus into the following eleven pro- 
vinces: — 1. Latium and Campania; 2. Picentinum and Hirpinum; 3. Lncania and 
Brnttium; 4. the country of the Marsians, Marmcinians, Pelignians, and Vestinians; 
5. Picenum; 6. Umbrla; 7. Etruria; 8. Ariminum; 9. Liguria; 10. Venetia; 11. 
Begio Transpadana. We will now describe the different provinces of Italy. 

1. GALLIA CISALFINA, also called GALLIA TOOATA, was the country bounded 
in the north by the Alps, and in the south by the Apennines, or more ^curately 
by the little rivers Rubicon and Macra; in the south-west it bordered on the country 
of the Ligurians, and in the east on that of the Veneti and Histri, of whom it is 
not known whether they were Gauls or Illyrians. The country is a vast plain, 
divided into two parts by the river Fadus, the northern being ca&ed Transpadana, 
and the southern Cispadana. The northern tributaries of this great river are the 
Puria, Ticinus, Addua, Ollius, and llincias; the southern tributaries are the Tan- 
arus, Trebia, Tarns, Nicea, Secia, and Scultenna; besides these we may mention 
the Athesis, the Medoacus, the Plavis, Tilavemptus, and Sontius. 

The earliest inhabitants of Cisalpine Gaul, as we have said already, were 
Etruscans and Umbrians, but they were driven south by swarms of Gauls descend- 
ing from the Alps, who occupied nearly the whole of the valley of the Po, and 
even repeatedly threatened to overrun the whole of Italy; but about B.C. 224 these 
Gauls were finally subdued by the Romans, and Cisalpine Gaul was made a Roman 
province. Their principal tribes were the TauiJni, Salassi, Insubres, Cenomani, 
fiuganei; the eastern tribes, the Veneti, Garni, Histri, are not always regarded 
as belonging to Cisalpine Gaul. A very important branch of the Gauls, called 
Senonea, extended even along the east coast as far south as Ancona. In about 
two centuries after their conquest by the Romans, Cisalpine Gaul had become 
completely Romanized. 

The principal towns north of the Padus were: — ^Augusta Tanrinomm, (Turin,) 
was destroyed by Hannibal, but restored by Augustus, whence its name ; Angnsta 
Prietoria, (Aosta,) on the Duria, at the foot of the Alpes Penninse, likewise owes its 
name to Augustus, who colonized it with soldiers; Eporedia, farther down the 
same river, was colonized by Romans as a protection against the Alpine tribes ; 
YerceUsd, south-east of Eporedia, became unaer the Romans a place of great im* 
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portance; TicinTim, on tlie Ticinus, near its confluence witli tlie Padns, was subse- 
quently called Papia, whence the modem Pavia; Mediolanum, (Milan,) in the plain 
between the Ticinus and Addua, was colonized by the Romans, and became jSter- 
wards, and still is, one of the most important places in northern Italy; Gomum, 
north of Mediolanum, at the southern extremity of Lake Larius, was repeatedly 
colonized by Romans. Oomum was a very important place, carrying on extensive 
commerce with the northern' countries, and possessed large iron manufactories ; 
Bergomum, south-east of Lake Larius ; Lans Pompeii, was made a municipium by 
Pompeius Strabo; Cremona, on the north bank of the Po, was colonized by the 
Romans simultaneously with Placentia, in B.C. 219, to keep the Gauls in check, and 
to protect the country against the invading Carthaginians; it became a very flourish- 
ing town, but sufiered greatly during the wars at the end of the republic, and under 
Vespasian ; Brixia, between the rivers Ollias and Mincius, was likewise colonized 
by Komans; like most other towns in this part of Italy, it seems originally to have 
been an Etruscan place; Blantua owes its celebrity to the fact that Vir^ waa bom 
in the village of Andes, in its neighlj^urhood; Verona, on the Athesis, became a 
most flourishing city in the time of the Roman emperors; it still contains numerous 
Roman remains, and among them a famous amphitheatre in excellent preservation; 
Pataviimi, (Padua,) on the river Medoacus, reputed to have been a Trojan settle- 
ment, became, under the Romans, a most important commercial and manufac- 
turing city ; it was the birthplace of Livy ; Hadria, or Adria, near the northern 
mouth of the Po, gave its name to the Adriatic; Aquileia, a very important city 
at the head of the Adriatic, was founded by the Romans in B.C. 182 as a protection 
against the northern barbarians; it was utterly destroyed in a.d. 452 by the 
Huns; Tergeste, (Trieste,) on the north-west coast of Histria, was a small place 
before its colonization by the Romans, but then rose as a commercial place; Forum 
Julii, (Friuli,) a strong fortress north of Aquileia; Pola, in the south of Histria, a 
very ancient place, rose to great importance under the Romans, which is still 
attested by the splendid remains of Roman buildings. 

In Gallia Cispadana the most important towns are: — ^Placentia, on the south 
bank of the Po, near the mouth of the Trebia, was destroyed by the Gauls in B.C. 
200, but was rebuilt, and became a flourishing town until the time of the Goths ; 
Parma, between the rivers Tarus and Nicia, a Gallic town colonized by the Romans, 
rose to great importance and prosperity, but suffered much during the Roman civil 
wars; ^venna, on the coast of the Adriatic, was situated in the midst of marshes, 
and was believed to have been founded by Greeks, but was afterwards occupied 
by Umbrians ; Augustas enlarged it, and built a spacious harbour, connecting it 
by a canal with the river Po; the town and harbour were both strongljr fortified; it 
became the principal naval station in the north of Italy; Bononia, anciently called 
Pelsina, and now Bologna, not far from the little river Rhenus, seems orignally to 
have been one of the chief Etruscan towns, but fell into the hands of the Gauls, 
and afterwards into those of the Romans, who changed its name into Bononia ; 
Mutina, north-west of Bononia, a Gallic town, became a Roman colony in B.C. 183, 
and is celebrated for the war carried on in its neighbourhood after the murder of 
Julius Csesar. 

2. UGUTITA, a large coast country, extending from the river Macra westward 
as far as the mouth of the Rhone; but Augustus made the eastern portion of it, as 
far as the river Varus, a part of Italy. Tlie country is very mountainous and un- 
productive, but contained large forests and good pasturage. The inhabitants, who 
lived mostly in villages and hamlets, were either Kelts or Iberians, but hardy 
mountaineers, who prized their liberty above aU things, whence they maintained a 
severe and protracted struggle with the Romans before they were subdued. 

The chief towns of li^uria were : — Genua, at the head of the bay called the 
Sinus LigusticuB, was an important commercial town even before it came into tho 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 CLASSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

hands of the Romans, but was destroyed by the Carthaginians; it was indeed 
rebuilt by the Romans, but did not rise to any importance until the Middle Ages ; 
Kicflsa, (Nice,) near the mouth of the Varus, was a Greek colony of the Massilians, 
and a place of some commercial importance, but it is more celebrated as one of the 
earliest seats of Christianity, which was introduced there by Nazarius. The other 
towns of Liguria, both in the interior and along the coast, are of little historical 
interest. 

3. ETBTJBIA, extends along the coast, from the river Macra in the north, to the 
Tiber in the south, which latter also separates it in the east from Umbria. The 
hiUs in the north of the country are offshoots of the Apennines, but in the south 
they are frequently isolated hills rising out of the plain. The principal rivers are 
the Tiber and the Amus ; but there are several less important rivers, such as the 
Umbro, Caecina, and others. The country also contained several lakes, the 
Trasimenus, near Perusia, the Lacus Vulsinienfiis, and the L. Sabatinus. 

The Etruscans, as we have already observed, took j^ossession of the country on 
being driven from the plains about the lo^r Po by mvading Gauls. Who they 
were is still a matter of uncertainty, though the learned are beginning to incline to 
the belief that, like the central Italians, they belonged to the great Aryan race. It 
should be observed that the Greeks called them Tmrhenians, while their native 
name was Rasena. During the first centuries of the Roman Republic the Etruscans 
were almost always at war with it, until in B.C. 283 they became permanently sub- 
ject to Rome, and about three centuries later they appear to have become com- 
pletely Romanized. 

The more im^rtant among the Etruscans towns are: — Luna, originally a Ligurian 
town, but received, in B.C. 177, a Roman colony; its vicinity was, and still is, 
famous for its fine marble, (Carrara;) Lucca, likewise originally a Liguri^ town, on 
the little river Auser, was one of the twelve Etruscan towns forming the Etruscan 
Confederation; Pisa, at the confluence of the Auser and Amus, one of the twelve 
cities, received, in B.C. 180, Latin colonists, and alwa3n3 was a place of some conse- 
quence; Florentia, on the upper Amus, was a flourishing town in the time of 
Sulla, but did not become a great city until the Middle Ages ; FsBSuhe, north-east 
of Florence, plays a prominent part in the history of the Catilinarian conspiracy; 
Volaterra, one of the twelve Etmscan towns, on a lofty and precipitous hill, ruled 
over an extensive territory, and appears to have been a very large place, of which 
many interesting remains still exist ; Sena Julia, a Roman colony ; Glusium, on an 
eminence above the river Clanis, the residence of the Etruscan king Porsena : in 
the north of this place there is a lake from which the Clanis issues ; Vetulonium, 
one of the twelve Etruscan cities, is said in the earliest times to have exercised 
considerable influence over the Ramans, but later it disappears from history; 
Populonium, an ancient city on the coast, was the great seaport of Etruria, and 
a great commercial place: it was destroyed in the time of Sulla; Arretlmn, one 
of the twelve cities, m the north-east, between the Amus and the Tiber, was par- 
ticularly celebrated for its pottery and as the seat of the ancestors of Maecenas ; 
Gortona, south of Arretium, likewise one of the twelve cities, originally an Um- 
brian town, was occupied successively by Etruscans and Romans ; the remains of 
its ancient walls are among the grandest in Italy; Perusia, on a hiU between tne 
Tiber and L. Trasimenus, was an important place during the civil war after the 
murder of Ceesar; under the empire it was the most iniportant Etruscan city; 
BuseUsB, west of the river Umbro, wife colonized by the Romans, but afterwards 
abandoned on account of its unhealthiness ; its walls, formed of enormous blocks, 
still exist; Satumia, or Aurinia, a small town colonized by the Romans ; Gosa, on 
the coast, with an excellent harbour, was twice colonized by the Romans, but 
never acquired any great importance; its walls and towers, in the grand Etruscan 
style, still exist; Tarquinii, one of the most ancient among the twelve cities^ of 
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which it seems to have been a sort of metropolis; after its subjection to the 
Bomans it gradually dec^ned, and was deserted by its inhabitants, but its tombs 
and catacombs are still the most interesting in all Etruria; Falerii, on a lofty 
height in the south-east of Etruria, was one of the twelve cities, though its in- 
habitants, called Falisci, differed from the Etruscans both in language and manners: 
soon after the war with Hannibal the place was destroyed, and its inhabitants 
compelled to build a new town in the plain; Sutrium and Kepet were two ancient 
places in the south, which were seized upon by the Komans after the destruction 
of their city by the Gauls ; Veil, one of the twelve cities, in the north of Rome, 
was a most powerful place even before the foundation of Rome, with which it 
became involved in a succession of wars, until it was taken by Camillus, after 
which time it decayed; in the time of Augustus it received Roman colonists, 
who occupied only a portion of the ancient site; very interesting antiquities 
have been found there and in the neighbouring tombs ; Giere, also called Agylla, 
a very ancient city, which seems to have been sdlied with Rome, but later, bavins 
sided with the other Etruscans, it had to fflve up one-half of its territory, and 
then gradually decayed. Its port-town was ryrgi. 

4. LATIUM, by far the most important part of Italy, comprised originally the 
small district about Rome ; but ultmiately the name was extended in the south as 
far as the river Liris, which separated it from Campania. It is on the whole a 
level country, though of a volcanic nature ; but some considerable hills, such as 
Mons Albanus and the hills of Tusculimi, rise out of the plain, and are uncon- 
nected with the Apennines. Besides the river Tiber we may notice its tribu- 
tary, the Anio, and the liris. Latium has several lakes, the Lacus Albanus, at the 
foot of the hill of the same name, being the largest. A great portion of the west 
coast was a marshy district, called the Pontine Marshes, (Pontinse Paludes, ) into 
which several small streams flow without any visible outlet. The inhabitants of 
Latium consisted of several tribes — ^the Latini in the north-west, the iEqni in the 
north-east, the Volsci in the south-west, the Hemici in the centre, and the 
Aurund in the extreme south. 

The most important city, not only of Latium but of all Italy — ^nay, of the whole 
ancient world, — ^was Boma, on the left bank of the Tiber, about sixteen miles from 
the sea. It is said to have been founded in B.C. 753, and originally appears to 
have consisted of a small town on the Palatine hill ; but in the course of time, 
the neighbouring hiUs, on which likewise small towns may have existed, became 
united with the Palatine town; so that, in the end, Rome came to comprise 
seven hills — Palatinus, Capitolinus, Quirinalis, Gtelius, Aventinos, Viminalis, and 
Esquilinus, together with the valleys between them. King Servius Tullius sur- 
rounded the city thus enlarged with a wall where it was needed : traces of this 
wall still exist. The city was destroyed by the Gauls in b.c. 390, but was 
afterwards hurriedly rebuilt. It continued to be enlarged on all sides by 
suburbs, without any new fortifications being built, until, in a.d. 270, the 
emperor Aurelian surrounded the extended city with new walls, which, on the 
whole, correspond with those of the present city. We cannot here give a good 
description of the city, for which the reader must be referred to works on the 
topography of Rome. We will only add, that the principal highroads of Italy all 
issued from Rome, and that Rome was amply provided with excellent water by 
means of aqueducts, some of which are still m use. 

Among the other towns of Latium the following deserve to be noticed : — Ostia, 
on the left bank of the left arm of the Tiber, the port-town of Rome, is said to 
have been founded by Ancus Marcius. Owing to the deposits of the Tiber, its 
harbour, in the course of time, became useless, and a new one was buUt at the 
point where the Tiber divides, and was called Portus Augusti. Ostia was 
then allowed to fall into decay ; Tibur, on the south bank of the river Anio^ 
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in a delightful district, with a splendid cascade in it» neighbourhood. Owing to 
the beauty and salubrity of the country, numerous yiUas were built in its neighbour- 
hood, the grandest of which was that of the emperor Hadrian ; Tusculum, south- . 
east of Rome, on a hill connected with Mons Albanus, was, and still is, a favourite 
resort of the Romans during the hot season of the year. Cicero had a villa in the 
neighbourhood ; Alba Longa, one of the most ancient towns of Latium, at the 
foot of Mons Albanus, is described in the legends as the mother city of Rome; 
Laurentnm, south-west of Rome, seems to have been an important place during 
the period of the Roman kings ; Antium, an ancient coast town, famous for its 
maritime power and piratical practices; it had to surrender to the Romans in 
B.C. 338, and to give up its ships, with the beaks of which the Romans adorned 
the platform of the Forum, from which orators addressed the people. Near the 
town, which gradually rose again to great power, many Romans had their mari- 
time villas ; Ardea, not far &om the sea, the ancient capital of the Rutuli ; it 
was colonized by the Romans, but afterwards decayed ; ftieneste, south-east of 
Rome, on a steep hill, was ooni^ueved by the Romans together with the other 
Latin towns ; it was famous for its temple of Fortuna, and a favourite place of 
resort for the Romans during the summer months; Anagnia, the chief town of 
the Hemici, situated on a hill in a very fertile district; Girceii, situated on a 
promontory of the sea-coast, was founded by the last king of Rome, but never 
rose to any prosperity because of its proximity to the Pontine marshes ; Anxur, or 
Terracina, east of Circeii, had a strongly fortified ^ citadel on a hill behind the 
town ; it was originally a Volscian town, but was conquered by the Romans in 
B.o. 3^9, when its ancient name was changed to Terracina ; Fundi, near a deep 
bay of the sea, was colonized by Augustus with his veterans; the famous 
Caecuban wine was produced in its neighbourhood ; Gajeta, on a promontory of 
the same name, with an excellent harbour; Formisd, apparently an ancient 
Tyrrhenian town, was colonized by the Romans, who built many beautiful villas 
in its neighbourhood ; Mintum», not far from the mouth of the Liris ; near it 
Marius was taken prisoner by his pursuers ; . Sinuessa, on the frontier of Cam- 
pania, in a fertile district, possessed a good harbour, and is famous for the wine 
grown on Mount Massicus, in its neighbourhood ; Aquinum, a Volscian town, was 
the birthplace of the poet Juvenal ; FregellsB, a Volscian town, was con5[uered 
and colonized by the Romans, but destroyed in the time of C. Gracchus ; Arpi- 
num, likewise originally a Volscian town, but ultimately a Roman municipium, 
is the birthplace of Marius and Cicero. The other towns of Latium are of less 
historical importance. 

5. GAOIPANIA was bounded on the north by the river Liris, on the south by the 
Silarus, on the east by the Apennines. This country, in the belief of the ancients, 
was the most fertile and dehghtful part of the earth, whence almost the whole 
coast was covered with villas of the Roman nobles. The whole country is of a 
volcanic nature, of which Mount Vesuvius is the most conspicuous evidence ; the 
hills of the country are mostly isolated and unconnected with the Apennines. 
Those round the bay of Naples bear the names of the hiUs of Misenum and Sur- 
rentum. The chief river of Campania is the Vultumus, with its tributary, the 
Sabatus. The few others are of less importance. The sea-coast round the bay of 
Naples has been considerably changed by the eruptions of Mount Vesuvius. 

The ancient inhabitants of the country were the Oscans or Ausonians, but 
they Were subdued at a later period by the Samnites. 

The chief towns of Campania along the coast Were : — ^Litemnm, was colonized 
by the Romans; in it the elder Scipio AfricMius spent the last period of his 
life ; Cumee, the most ancient of all the Greek colonies in Italy, was believed to 
have been founded in B.c. 1050 by Cyme in Asia Minor; it soon became a 
•wealthy, powerful, and populous city, and founded the colonies of Puteoli, 
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Palaspolis, and Zancle, in Sicily. In b.c. 470 it was taken by the Campaniana, 
and, though colonized by the Komans, the city declined in importance, but the 
citadel maintained itself down to the latest times. Considerable ruins of the 

Elace stiU exist ; Misenum, at the extreme point of the northern comer of the 
ay of Naples ; its excellent harbour was msbde by Augustus one of the principal 
naval stations of the empire ; Bsiss on the coast, south of Oum», abounded and 
stiU aboimds in hot springs, and was the most fashionable watering-place, which 
was literally studded with the yiUas and palaces of the Eoman nobihty. Nearly 
the whole site of Baias is now covered by the sea; Keapolis, near the western 
foot of Mount Vesuvius, was a colony of Cyme, on the site of an ancient place 
called Parthenope. In B.C. 327 it was taken bjr the Samnites, and afterwards 
passed into the hands of the Eomans, but it remained a Greek city, and continued 
to be a flourishing town, until the time of the emperor Titus, when it was 
destroyed by an earthqu^e* It was indeed rebuilt, out changed its character 
and became a Eoman city. Near it is the famous tunnel leading from Naples to 
Puteoli, called the Grotto of Posilippo, at the entrance of which the tomb of 
Virgil is still shewn ; Puteoli, originally called DicsBarchia, founded by Cyme in 
B.C. 521; it fell into the hands of the Komans, who changed its name into Puteoli, 
but it remained one of the great commercial towns on this coast ; Herculaneum was 
originally an Oscan city, but afterwards came into the possession of Greeks. 
During the last century before Christ it became a Eoman colony, and a consider- 
able commercial town. In a.d. 63 a great part of it was destroyed by an earth- 
quake, and in 79 it was buried under the streams of lava flowing from Mount 
Vesuvius ; Pompeii, upon the coast, near the south-eastern foot of Mount 
Vesuvius, was an Oscan town, and experienced the same fate as Herculaneum, 
except that it was buried under mud and ashes instead of lava ; StabisB, likewise 
on the coast on the south of Pompeii, was also overwhelmed during the eruption 
of Vesuvius. The most important town in all Campania was Capua, said to 
have been founded by Etruscans before the building of Eome. Like other Cam- 
panian towns it fell into the hands of the Samnites, and became the greatest and 
most luxurious city in Italy. In consequence of its having joined Hannibal, it 
was afterwards severely punished by the Eomans, who made it a praefecture, and 
confiscated its territory. There still exist many ruins of the place, but the 
modem town of Capua is about three miles from the ancient site ; Gasilinimi, on 
the Vultumus, north of Capua, defended itself bravely against Hannibal, but 
never rose to toy great importance ; Gales, an Ausonian town, was colonized by 
the Eomans, and was famed for the wine grown in its neighbourhood ; Teanum, 
the capital of the tribe of the Sidicini, whence it sometimes has the epithet 
Sidicinum, was made a Eoman colony by Augustus ; Nola, south-east of Capua, 
appears to have been an Ausonian town. The emperor Augustus died within its 
walls; among its ruins many beautiful vases have been found; Nuceria^ east 
of Pompeii, was taken and burned by Hannibal, but afterwards rebuilt and made 
a Eoman colony ; Pomi>6ii was its port-town ; AteUa, north of Naples, an Oscan 
town ; having joined Hannibal the Komans transplanted its inhabitants to another 

5 lace, and colonize^ Atella anew. From this town a Latin kind of comedy, called 
^abulce AtellancBf is said to have derived its name. 

The inhabitants of Campania, south of the hills of Surrentum, are said to have 
been transplanted there from Picenum, whence they were called Picentini ; they 
founded the town of Picentia, at the head of the bay of Psestum, but they were 
dispersed by the Eomans, and compelled to live in villages, because they had 
sided with Hannibal. Another town in the same district was called Salemum, on 
a hill near the coast, with a tolerably good harbour. Although it received a Eoman 
colon y i t did not rise to any great importance. 
6. IJMBUTA, on the east of Etruiia, from which it is separated by the Tiber, 
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extended from the Rubicon in the north, to the ^sis and Nar, a tributary of 
the Tiber, in the south. The western part is traversed by the Apennines, which 
send several ramifications to the east. The principal river of the country, besides 
those already mentioned, is the Metanms, on whose banks Hannibal's brother^ 
Hasdrubal, was defeated in B. c. 207. ' 

The Umbrians belong to the same stock as all the central Italians, and are said 
at one time to have occupied a great part of Etruria, where Cortona, Perusla, and 
Clusium, are said to have been Umbrian towns; but they were dislodged by the 
Etruscans, and the eastern coast of Umbria was occupied by a Gallic tribe caHed 
the Senones. 

The principal towns of Umbria were: — Ariminnm, an Umbrian town, taken 
possession of by the Senones, and then colonized by the Romans; Pisaurum, was 
likewise colonized by the Romans ; Sena Gallioa, a Gallic town, colonized by the 
Romans ; it was destroyed b^ Pompey because it had ^ided with the democratic 
party under Marius. In the interior we have Mevania, in a very fertile district, a 
strongly fortified town, famous for its breed of white cows; Spoletium, an impor- 
tant fortress, which remained faithful to the Romans in their war against Hannibal, 
and suffered severely during the civil war between Marius and Sulla; Interamna, 
on the river Nar, was surrounded by a canal flowing into that river, whence its 
name; it was the birthplace of the historian Tacitus; Kamia, on the south bank 
of the Nar, was orignally called Nequinum, but changed its name when it became 
a Roman colony. It stood on a hill, and was almosi impregnable. 

7. PIOENUM, also called Ager Picenus, bounded in tne north and west by 
Umbria, and in the south by the river Ateruus, which separated it from Samninm. 
It is rather mountainoui^ and less fertile than Umbria. It abounds in small rivers 
flowing from the Apenniues into the Adriatic, the more important among which 
are the Tmentus and Vomanus. The great body of the peo^e belonged to the 
central Italians, but the city of Ancona was a Greek colony. They were subdued 
by the Romans in B.C. 268, when a portion of the people were transplanted to 
the south of Campania. The towns of Firmum and Castrum Novum were then 
founded to secure the new conquest. 

The chief towns were: — ^Ancona, founded in B.c. .392 by exiles from Syracuse. 
After its conquest by the Romans it became a town of great importance on account 
of its excellent harbour, which was enlarged by the emperor Trajan; Ascidam, 
sumamed Picenum, to diistinguish it from a town of the same name in Apulia; in 
it the rising of the Italians against Rome was planned, whence it was destroyed 
by them in B.C. 89; Hadzia, not far from the mouth of the Vomanus, was the 
birthi)lace of the emperor Hadrian. The southernmost part of the country was 
inhabited by th e tribe called Vestini, whose chief town was Pinna. 

8. SAMNIUM, in its widest sense, embraces Picenum and the country of the 
Sabines, all of which formed the Sabellian nation ; but in a more limited sense the 
Samnites included the smaller tribes of the Marmdni, Peligni, Marsi, Frentani, 
and Birpini, so that the country extends from the river Atemus in the north to 
the upper Aufidus in the south, while on the west it was bounded by Latium 
and Ciampania, and on the south by Lucania and Apulia. The whole country is 
rough and mountainous, and its inhabitants hardy and warlike; for a lonff time they 
contended with the Romans for the supremacy of Italy. The prindpal rivers are 
the Sagrus and Frento, both of which flow into the Adriatic; the Yoltemns and 
Anfidus belong to Sanmium only in their upper courses. Two lakes, Lacus Faoinus 
and Amsanctns, have already been noticed. 

During the wars with the Romans most of the Samnite towns were destroyed, 
and at a later time the country was covered with Roman colonies. The principal 
places were:— iBsemia, Bovianum, Aufidena, and Allif»; but the chief city was 
.Beneveatuniy originally called Maleventum; it was said to have been founded by 
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tlie Greek Biomede, and wlien it had fallen inta the hands of the Komans it re- 
ceived Koman colonists and chanced its name; it still contains interesting Roman 
remains, such as a triumphal ar<3i of Trajan; Oandinm, on the frontiers of Cam- 
pania, famous for the Caudine forks, (Fiumdae Caudinse,) where, in b.o. 321, the 
llomans were defeated bj the Samnites; Corfininm, a strongly fortified place, 
which at the outbreak of the social war the Italians made the capital of the new 
Bepublic imder the name of Italica; Marmbimn, on the borders of the Lake 
Fudnus, was the ciipital of the Marai; Snlmo, the birthplace of Ovid, was destroyed 
by Sulla, but afterwards received Roman colonists. Other towns, such as Teate, 
Atemmn, Larinnm, Ortona, &c., are of less importance. 

9. SABINL The country of the Sabines is bounded on the west by the Tiber, 
on the south by the Anio and the country of the Marsi, on the north by Umbria, 
and on the east by Picenum. It is a mountainous country, and its inhabitants 
were remarkable for their simple and virtuous habits, and supported themselves 
mainly by the breeding of cattle. They seem to have exercised a considerable 
influence over the early Romans, in fact a portion of the early Romans is said to 
have consisted of Sabines. They belongea to the Sabellian race, of which they 
may be said to have formed the cradle. 

Their chief towns were: — ^Amitemmn, south of Lake Velinus, the birthplace 
of Sallust; Beate, in a valley so beautiful that it was compared to the vale of 
Tempo ; in its vicinity are the famous falls of Temi, which were made artificially 
to drain the waters of Lake Yelinus into the river Nar; Kursiay near the sources of 
tke Nar, in the midst of the Apennines, the birthplace of Sertorius and of Vespasian's 
mother; Cures is famous in Roman story as the place from which king Titus Tatius 
came to Rome, and from which the Romans received the name of Quirites. Of 
other Sabine towns very little is known. 

10. LUOANIA, bounded in the north by the river Silarns, and in the south by 
the Laus, which separated it from Bruttium, is the country between the bay of 
Tarentum and the Tyrrhenian sea. It is a mountainous country, traversed by 
the Apennines in several ridges; but on the bay of Tarentum there are extensive 
plains. Its original inhabitants were conquered by the Samnites, who seem here to 
nave assumed the name of Lucanians. The country was terribly ravaged during 
the second Punic war. Besides the rivers already mentioned we may notice the 
Tanager, a tributary of the Silarus, the Bradanus, the Acires, and the Siris. 

The towns on the coast are nearly all Greek colonies, the most important of 
which are Piestum or PoBidonia, founded in B.C. 524 by Sybaris ; it soon became 
a prosperous town, but after its conquest by the Lucanians, when its name was 
chang^ into Psestimi, it gradually lost its Greek character. When the Romans 
had gained possession of i^ it fell mto decay on account of its unhealthy position. 
The place is still remarkable on account of its two splendid Doric temples, which 
are in good preservation ; Velia, or Helia, on the same coast, near the prouKmtory 
of Palmurum, was founded by Phocseans in b.c. 543, and is famous for its school 
of philosophy called the Eleatic ; Laus, on the north bank of the river of the same 
name, was a colony of Sybaris, but never rose to any eminence, and in the time of 
the empire it disappeared altogether. On the bay of Tarentum we have the 
following towns :— Metapontum, a very ancient place, which was destroyed by the 
Samnites, and then colonized afresh by Achseans; when the Romans had become 
masters of the country it appears to have decayed ; Heradea^ between the rivers 
Aciris and Siris, a colony of Tarentum, was the meeting-place for the deputies of 
the Greek cities in Italy ; under the Romans it lost its importance, but it is 
famous for a great battle fought in its vicinity between the Romans and Pyrrhus 
in B.C. 280 ; Sybaris, between the rivers Sybaris and Crathis, was founded in b.c. 
720 by Achteans, and soon rose to unusual power and prosperity, but at the same 
,time its inhabitants became so notorious for their luxury and effeminacy that 
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the name of a Sybarite became synonymous with volnptuouft ; tlie town wa9^ 
destroyed by the inhabitants of Croton, who tamed the waters of the Crathis 
over its ruins. Its inhabitants dispersed among the other Greek towns ; Thnrii, 
founded in B.C. 443 by colonists from all parts of Greece, one of whom was the 
historian Herodotus. It rapidly rose to prosperity, and became, one of the most 
important Greek cities in the countr^r. In the Boman times it received Roman 
colonies. Amoujg the towns in the interior we may notice Void, Potentia, and. 
Grumentum, which were not inhabited by Greeks. 

11. BBUTTIUM, the south-western peninsula of Italy, separated from Lucania 
by the river Laus, is likewise a mountainous country traversed by the Apennines, 
which terminate in the promontory of Leucopetra, and the country is narrow on 
both sides of the Apennmes. It has no rivers of any consequence. Its ancient 
inhabitants were subdued by a body of Samnites, who were called by the name of 
Bruttians, which is said to signify rebels or runaway slaves. They occupied the 
interior of the country, the coasts being in possession of Greeks. Under the 
Romans the Bruttians were held in contempt, and many of them were employed 
as public slaves. 

The west coast being very rocky contained few important towns, among which 
we m^ mention Gerelis, Glampetia, Temesa or Tempsa, Terina, Hipponium, also 
called Vibo, a Locrian colony, which, in later times, became a most flourishing 
city; Medina, likewise a Locrian colony; ScyllsBum, at the northern entrance of 
the Straits of Sicily, celebrated on account of the rock Scylla near the^ coast, 
and the Charybdis, of which Virgil gives such a terrible description ; Bhegium, 
nearly opposite to Messana in Sicily, is said to have derived its name from a 
Greek verb signifying to break, because the sea there broke through and separated 
Italy from Sicily. It was founded by Chalcideans and Messenians in B.C. 74?, 
and soon became a most important town, playing a conspicuous part in the 
history both of Italy and Sicily. It was the great port for travellers to Sicily. 
On the east coast, near the southern extremity, is the town of Loori, founded by 
Locrians in B.C. 683; it soon became a very prosperous place, but suffered much 
during the wars with Phyrrhus and Hannibtd. Under the Romans it seems to 
have gradually declined, though it retained its own democratic constitution. 
Gaulon, was destroyed by the tyrant Dionysius, who transplanted the inhabitants 
to Syracuse; it was rebuilt, and again destroyed in the war against Hannibal, 
and afterwards disappears almost entirely; Croton, to the north of the Lacinian 
promontory, was a colony of Achseans, and situated in a very healthy district ; it 
formed one of the most powerful states in Southern Italy, and rose to the highest 
power at the time when Pythagoras established his school there ; its influence became 
still greater after the destruction of Sybaris, but during the subsequent wars it 
rapidly declined, so that the greater part of the town was uninhabited. In the 
interior we may notice the towns of Gonsentia and Mamertum, which became 
notorious through the conduct of the Mamertines, its Samnite inhabitants. 

12. APULIA, called by the Greeks lapygia, comprised in its widest sense the 
whole of the south-east of Italy, from the river Frento in the north to the lapygiau 
promontory in the south; but in the narrower sense it extends only from the 
Frento to the Bay of Tarentum. Its principal river is the Aufidus, which separates 
the country into two nearly equal halves. The northern portion is almost a level 
plain, but the south is traversed by branches of the Apennines. The plains seem 
to have suffered from want of water, but the hills affoided excellent pasture. The 
original inhabitants were the lapygians, i)robably the earliest immigrants into 
Italy. In later times Sanmites, and especially Greeks, were so numerous as to 
give to the inhabitants gradually the character of Greeks. 

^ The chief towns were: — ^Teanum, sumamed the Apulian, on the northern fron* 
tier^ At the foot of Mount Gorganus; Luceria, in the north-west, on a steep heigh^^, 
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•w&n ultimately conquered by the Eomans, who put its inhabitants to the sword, 
and re-peopled it with Roman eolonists; Arpi, east of Luceria, believed to be 
an ancient Greek colony, became a flourishing commercial city, with Salapia 
for its port; it sided with the Samnites and Hannibal against the Romans, in 
consequence of which it was deprived of its independence, and declined; Sipontum^ 
on a southern slope of mount Garganus, was likewise believed to be an ancient 
Greek colony; Herdonia, was destroyed by Hannibal, who transplanted its inhabi- 
tants to other Greek towns; the Romans rebuilt it, but it never rose to any 
greatness ; CBsmss, only a village m an extensive plain, but memorable for the 
battle in which Hannibal, in b,g. 216) defeated the Romans ; Ganusium, was believed 
to have been founded by Diomede, and became a place of great importance; it 
suffered much during the Hannibalian war; Barium, celebrated for its fisheries; 
Venusia, memorable as the birthplace of Horace, was situated in a beautiful and 
romantic district ; it was an important military post, which, in b. c. 291, received 
Roman colonists; Egnatia, on the coast, the most southern town of Apulia, 
possessed a miraculous altar, which, of its own accord, set fire to the offerings. 

13. CALABBIA,. also called MESSAFIA or lAFYGIA, forms the eastern penin- 
sula of Italy, and is rather mountainous, with only one river' deserving the name — 
viz. , the GalaafiuSy which flows into the bay of Tarentum. 

Its T^oat important towns were: — Brundusium or Bnmdisiuln, on the coast,, 
with an excellent harbour, where the Italians generally embarked when travelling 
to the East. It was probably not a Greek town. When it fell into the hands of 
the Romans it became a most flourishing commercial place, frequented by mer- 
chants from all parts of the Mediterranean ; Hydmntum, had also a good harbour, 
and was situated on a beautiful spot, from which the coasts of Epirus could be seen ; 
Uxentum and Leuca were small towns near the south-west coast ; Tarentum, at the 
head of the bay which derives its name from the town, was one of the wealthiest 
and most powerful cities in Italy, and originally an lapyman town, but was taken 
possession of by a body of Spartan emigrants, who expelled Hie old inhabitants. 
It soon became so powerful as to exercise a sort of supremacy over the other 
Greek towns of Italy. Its history, which we cannot enter into here, is most 
interesting. When it was finally taken by the Romans, in B.C. 207, it was treated 
with great severity ; and from this time we must date its decline, thou^ it re- 
mained a place of some commercial importance. The modem town of Taranto 
occupies only a portion of the site of the ancient city. In the interior we may 
notice the little town of Budiaa,. the birthplace of the Itomau poet Ennius. 



MAP VIII.-THB ISLANDS ROUND ITALY- 

1. SnJGIAy sometimes called by the poets Sicania^ Thrinacia, or Trinacria, was 
regarded by the ancients as the queen of the islands, on account of its extra- 
ordinary fertility, especially in grain. Its mountains in the north, running from 
east to west, are called Kebrodes^ ending in the east in cape Felorum, and in the 
west at Lllybaeum; the western branch of these mountains bore the name of 
Gratas, and another branch running south-east, called the Heraean mountains^ 
ends in cape Fachynum. The most important of the mountains is the famous 
volcano j^tna. The rivers flowing from these mountains are numerous, but their 
courses iu*e short, and most of them are dry during the summer. Among them we 
may notice the Hypsas, the Halycus, the ^mera, the Anapus, and Symsathus. 

The original inhabitants of the island were the Siculi, who seem to have belonged 
to the central Italians, and the Sicani, who are believed to have immigrated from 
Spain, and to have been Iberians, But the coasts were occupied by Greek 
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settlers ; and those in the west and north by Phoenician and Carthaginian settle- 
ments. These two nationalities were ahnost always at war with each otiber; and 
the Carthaginians were obliged to retreat to the western parts, until, in B.C. 241, 
they were compelled to evacnate the island altogether, which then became a 
Koman province. Under the Romans Sicily sank more and more, as many of its 
fertile fields were changed into pastures. 

The most important towns on the eastern coast were : — Meflsana, in the north, 
originally a Siculian town, called Zancle ; it afterwards received Greek colonists, . 
especially Messenians, who changed its name into Messana. It then became a place 
of great commercial aictivity and prosperity; it suffered much during the wars of 
the Carthaginians, and from the roving Campanian mercenaries called Mamertines. 
The present town of Messina contains no ancient retrains. — Tauramenium, founded 
in B.C. 358, and peopled with survivors from the town of Naxos, likewise became 
a laree and flourisning town. Towards the end of the Roman Republic Octavianus 
expelled its inhabitants, and supplied their place with his own veterans. There 
still exist remains of a yery large ancient theatre. — Catona, at the southern foot 
of mount iStna, founded in B.C. 730, was sometimes under the dominion of 
Syracuse; it seems to have suffered much from the eruptions of mount iStna. — 
Iieontini, was situated in one of the most fertile plains of Sicily, but became subject 
to Syracuse, and was afterwards taken and plundered by the Romans, imder whom 
it never was a flourishing place. — Syracusae, the largest and wealthiest city in all 
Sicily, was founded in B.C. 734 by Corinthians, and was orifi[inally situated on the 
island of Ortygia; but as the population increased it exten&d over a considerable 
portion of the mainland, so as to unite within its walls five distinct towns, and 
contain a population of 1,200,000. The island, also called Nasos, was connected 
with the mainland by a bridge. The history of Syracusae is very interesting ; it 
was for a long time closely allied with the Romans, who, however, in B.C. 212, 
took it and treated it with great severity. But it still remained one of the finest 
cities in the western world. — On the south coast we have the town Gamarina^ 
a colony of Syracuse ; was taken by the Romans during the first Punic war, 
and most of its inhabitants were sold as slaves. — Oela, was a colony of Rhodians 
and Cretans, and soon rose to great power and wealth. like most other 
Greek towns it was sometimes governed by tyrants, one of whom transplanted 
half its inhabitants to Syracuse ; after which time it completely decayed. — ^Agri- 
gentum, a colony of Gela, soon became one of the wealthiest and most splendid 
cities in Sicily: but it was destroyed by the Carthaginians, and though rebuilt 
never recovered its former splendour, and after many vicissitudes it feU into the 
hands of the Romans, in b.c. 210. There still exist many and splendid ruins of 
this town. — ^Heradea liinoa, said to have been a colony of Cretans, but it is known 
to have received colonists from Selinus. It fell into the hands of the Carthaginians 
at an early period, and remained in their possession until Sicily was conquered by 
the Romans. — Selinus, a prosperous Greek colony, likewise fell into the hands of 
the Carthaginians, who lareated it most cruelly, in consequence of which it was 
reduced to a very small unimportant place. — ^Lilybaeum, on the western promontoiy 
of the same name, was founded in b.c. 397 by the Carthaginians, who made it 
their chief fortress in Sicily. It had a very good harbour, and continued to be a 
place of some importance under the Romans. — ^Drepanum, likewise a great port- 
town, situated on a peninsula, was founded by Hamilcar in the first Punic war. 
Under the Romans it became an important naval station and a groat commercial 
town. — Eryx, on a slope of mount J&yx, is said to have been an ancient Trojan 
colony; but, in historical times, it appears as a Groek city. It was destroyed 
sevei^ times, and is famous for its temple of Venus, on the top of mount Eyyx. 
— Segeste, east of mount Eryx, is likewise said to have been, a Trojan colony; was 
famous for the mineral springs in its neighbourhood. — ^Fanormuo, originally » 
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Phoenician colony, was for a long time in the possession of the Carthaginians, who 
made its excellent harbour on6 of their chief naval stations. When conquered by 
the Romans it received Roman colonists. — Himeia, a Greek colony, founded in 
B.C. 648 by colonists from different parts of Greece. After various vicissitudes 
it became a very flourishing town, and assisted the Athenians in their war against 
Syracuse. Soon afterwards it was utterly destroyed by the Carthaginians. — 
Tyndaris, was founded by the dder Dionysius. In the time of Augustus the 
greater part of it was destroyed by an inundation of the sea. — ^Mylae, on a pro- 
montory running far out into the sea, with a good harbour, waa a colony of and 
always subject to Messana. 

The towns in the interior of SicUy are of less historical importance ; we may 
mention, however, Abaoaenum, Herbita, and Enna» the last of which was situated 
in a most fertile district, and one of the principal seats of the worship of Demeter. 

2. SARDINIA, or 8ABD0» is traversed by various mountains, most of which 
run from north to south, the principal range of which is called Insani Monies. 
From these heights several streams now into the sea in all directions. Although 
the island, in many parts, is very fertile, yet its climate was coosidered very 
unhealthy, especially in the south. 

The original inhabitants of Sardinia were very uncivilized, and consisted partly 
of Iberians, and partly of ligurians ; but on the coasts settlements were formed 
by Phoenicians, C^haginians, and Italians. 

The Carthaginians held possession of the idand, though they were unable to 
subdue the fierce natives until after the close of the first Punic war, when the 
Romans treacherously took it from them. But the Romans were no more success- 
ful against the natives than the Carthaginians had been before them. 

The principal towns of Sardinia were : — Caralis, on the south coast, a colony 
of the Carthaginians, but under the Romans it became the capital of the whole 
island; Sulci, on the east coast, likewise a Carthaginian colony, and of great 
commercial importance ; Olbia, on the northern part of the east coast, possessed a 
most excellent harbour, and was the usual place of landing for persons comins 
from Italy. Other less important towns were Tibula, Tunis Libyssonis, Bosa, and 
Othoca. 

3. CORSICA. — The island is traversed by a range of mountains called the Mons 
Aureus, running from north to south^ and ending in the north in the PromontoriunL 
Sacrum. The earliest inhabitants seem' to have been Iberians, but Lisurians, 
Italians, Carthaginians, and Greeks, settled in the island at an early period. The 
natives were a rude mountain race, living mainly by the chase and plunder. The 
Carthaginians were masters of the island imtil it was seized by the Romans in 
B.C. 238. 

The chief towns in Corsica were : — ^Alexia, on the east coast, the capital of the 
island ; it was a colony of Phocsea in Asia Minor, but was made a Roman colony 
by Sulla ; Mari a na , on the east coast, was founded by Marius on the site of an 
ancient Greek town of the name of Nicaea. 

4. SMALLER ISLANDS ABOUT ITALY.— Among these we may mention the 
Diomedean Islands, off the north coast of Apulia; Ilva, the modem Elba, celebrated 
for its iron mines; Planasia; Capraria or iBgilon; the Pontian Islands, off the south 
coast of Latium, the chief one of which was called Pandataria; Pithecusaor ^naria,- 
a volcanic island off the coast of Cumse ; Gapress, a rocky island in &ont of the bay 
of Naples, where the emperor Tiberius spent the last years of his life. In the 
north of SicUy we have the group of the j&olian or Vulcanian Islands; they are all 
of a volcanic nature, whence their name. The chief among them are: — ^lipara, 
Hiera or Vulcania, and Ustica. On the west coast of SicUy there is a group of 
islands called the iEgates, near which the Romans, in B..C. 241, gained their great 
naval victory over the Cartha^iuian&. 
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About sixty milea south of Sicily we have the island of Melita, now Malta, 
which was first colonized by Phoenicians, and afterwards passed into the hands of 
the Carthaginians, until, at the beginning of the second Punic war, it was taken 
possession of b^ the Romans, and annexed to the province of Sicily. In the time 
•of the Romans it was one of the great haunts of the Mediterranean pirates. 



MAP IX.— ABMENIA, MESOPOTAMIA, BABYLONIA, 
AND ASSYBIA. 

1. ABMENIA was bounded on the north and north- west by the river Cyrus, 
which separated it from Iberia and Albania, in the west by the river Euphrates, 
and in the south by Mount Masius, Mesopotamia, Assyria, and Media. The country 
is intersected by many ranges of mountains, and traversed by the river Araxes, 
which flows eastward into tiie Caspian Sea, by the upper part of the Euphrates, and 
other rivers of less importance. One of the highest mountains of the country, on 
the south of the Araxes, is believed to be mount Ararat of Scripture. There are 
also two lakes of considerable extent, the Aisissa Falus and Laous Lychnitis. The 
country, thoush rugged and mountainous, is in some parts very fertile. Its inhabi- 
tants belonged to the Aryan race, and their religion resembled that of the Persians. 
The country which had often been at war with Assyria, was at last conquered, but 
recovered its independence. During the dominion of the Persians, the Armenians 
supported P-ersia, but became subject to Macedonia in B.C. 328, and in B.c. 274 
to the Syrian empire. During the war of the latter with Rome, Armenia again 
became independent. It was during this period that Armenia Minor was separated 
from the rest under a prince of its own. Armenia, which was for a long time the 
object of contention between the Romans and Parthians, became ultimately, in 
A.D. 226, a province of the Parthian empire. 

The country was divided into a great number of districts, such as Catargene, 
Colthene, Anzitene, Soducene, &c., which may be learned from the map. 

The chief towns were: — ^Artaxato, founded in B.c. 200, the capital of the king- 
dom; before that time Arxata, a litUe farther down the river, had held that rank; 
Tigranocerta, in the south-west, where Tigranes was defeated by Lucullus, was a 
place of considerable importance; Amida, on the upper Tigris, was taken by the 
Persians under Saper, in a.d. 359; Theodosiopolis, near the sources of the 
Euphrates, under the later Roman emperors, a strong fortress. Some other towns 
are of no historical importance. 

2. MESOPOTAMIA, the country between the rivers Euphrates and Tigris, — ^the 
former separating it from Syria, and the latter from Assyria. In the north mount 
Masius separated it from Armenia, and in the south the Median wall, extending 
from the Euphrates to the Tigris, separated Mesopotamia from Babylonia. The 
country is, for the most part, a plain intersected by a few hills, well watered by 
rivers and canals, and very fertile. The southern part, however, was little better 
than a sandy desert. The northern portion was divided into two provinces, 
Osrhoene and Mygdonia; the southern portion was divided into four districts. 
Besides the two frontier rivers, the country was watered by the Ghaboras, Myg- 
donius, and some smaller tributaries of the Euphrates. The inhabitants belonged 
to the Semitic stock. 

The principal towns of Mesopotamia were: — Apamea, on the banks of the 
Euphrates, opposite to Zeugma, with which it was connected by a bridge ; Edeasa, 
a very ancient city, was the capital of Osrhoene, and the residence of the kings of 
the district; Garrhae, the place where Crassus was defeated and killed by the 
Parthians in b.g. 53; Kicephorium, built by Alexander the Great, afterwards 
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sometimes called Oallinicum and Leontopolis ; Giroesiam, at tlie confluence of the 
Chaboras and Euphrates, was a frontier fortress of the Roman empire; Kisibis, 
the capital of Mygdonia, and the centre of a considerable trade, plays a great part 
in the history of the Roman empire; Singara, a strongly fortified place m a 
dry plain. 

3. BABYLONIA, extended from the Median wall in the north, to the Persian 
Gulf in the south ; and was bounded in the east by the Tigris, and in the west by 
the Arabian desert, so that it embraced part of the country on the west of the 
Euphrates. The country is entirely without mountains; the part on the west of 
the Euphrates is also called GhalcbBa, which name is sometimes given to the 
whole of Babylonia. The country was extremely fertjile, owing partly to the 
periodical inundations of the river Euphrates, and partly to the artificial irrigation 
by means of canals, such as the Fallacopas, on the western side of the Euplu*ates, 
which ran through several lakes into the Persian Gulf. 

The Babylonians belonged to the Semitic race, but whether the Chaldseans, who 
formed the ruling classes, were of the same stock, is not quite certain. The 
sciences of astronomy and mechanics made great progress with them, and even 
the Greeks were indebted to them for much. The people were governed by kings 
residing at Babylon, one of the oldest, largest, and most splendid cities in the 
ancient world, situated on both banks of the Euphrates. For a time Babylonia 
was subject to Assyria, but in B.a 606 it cast off the yoke, and extended its 
conquests, under Nebuchadnezzar, as far as the frontiers of Egypt. In B.C. 53S. 
Babylon was taken by Cyrus, and became one of the great capitels of the Persian 
empire. Alexander, on his return from India, made it his residence ; but after his 
death it became the capital of the Syrian kingdom. It now gradually declined, 
and at the beginning of our era it was almost wholly deserted. Seleuda, on the 
Tigris, was founded by Seleucus I. of Syria, and its rise was one of the causes of 
the decline of Babylon. It was built m the form of an ea^le with outspread 
wings, wlule Babyl(Mi formed a sc[uare. Its population consisted of Assyrians, 
Mesopotamians, Babylonians, Syrians, and Jews. The city soon rose to such 
greatness and splendour as to eclipse Babylon; but it sufi'ered much during the 
wars of the Parthians, and in the time of the emperor Julian it was quite deserted. 
Other towns are Sittoce, Gunaxa, (where Cyrus the younjger feU in the battle 
against his brother,) Orchoe, and a few others of little historical interest 
. 4. Assyria, in its proper sense, is the country on the east of the Tigris, extending 
from mount Niphates m the north to the Persian province of Susiana in the south. 
In the east it was bounded by the ranges of mounts Ghoatres and ZagruB, The 
chief river of the country is the Tigris, with its tributaries the Lycus, Gapms, 
Gyndes, and others. The country is rich in mountains and fertUe plains. It must 
be observed that Assyria only means the Syria, and that the name is sometimes 
used in such a way as to comprise Babylonia, Mesopotamia^ and the whole of 
Syria, i. e., aU the countries once united under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Assyria was one of the most ancient states of Asia, but was overthrown in b.c. 606, 
and its capital, Ninus or Ninive, was then destroyed. This city, on the east bank 
of the Tigris, was the capital of the empire, and one of the most ancient cities 
in the world. It is often mentioned in the Old Testament. For more than 2000 
years its site was marked only by mounds of earth covering the remains of its 
ancient buildings, many of which have been laid open in recent times, and most 
interesting sculptures of Ninive may be seen in the Britidi Museum and other 
European collections. Other towns are: — Opis, opposite the east end of the Median 
wall, an important commercial place ; Gtesiphon, opposite to Seleucia, from which 
it was separated only by the Tigris, became an important place in the time of the 
Parthians, who enlarged and fortified it, and made it their capital. It contributed 
not 9, little tow4rd9 the decay of Seleucia. 
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Of the adjoining countries in the east and south, we need only observe that 
Ecbataaa was the capital of Media, and Susa, on the Choaspes, the capitid of 
Susiana. Both these cities were at times the residences of the rersian kings. 



MAP X.-ASIA MINOR, (ANATOLIA or NATOLIA.) 

This name comprises the whole of the western peninsula of Asia, and is bounded 
on the north by the Pontus Euxinus, the Thracian Bosporus, the Propontis, and the 
Hellesponi; in the west by the ^gaean Sea; in the south by the Mediterranean; 
and in the east by the upper course of the Euphrates and Armenia. The whole 
of the peninsula is one of the richest and the most beautiful countries in the 
world, and is intersected by many mountains and rivers. In the south the chains 
of mounts Taurus and Antitaurus run nearly parallel to the sea-coast ; in the south- 
east the Mons Amanus forms the bounda^ oetween Asia Minor and Syria. The 
northern and western parts are likewise very mountainous, while the central parts 
contain many fertile plains. The principsd rivers are the Halys and Sangarius, 
which discharge themselves into the Euxine ; the Hermus and Maeander, which 
flow into the jBgsean ; while in the south-east we have the Sams and Fyramus. 

The country was inhabited by a variety of tribes, some of which are of unknown 
origin, though several belonged to that stock of the Aryan race which inhabited 
Greece in the earliest times. The coast districts were almost entirely colonized 
by Greeks, while some parts of the interior were, at a later period, occupied by tribes 
of the Semitic race. After the time of Alexander the Great a numerous body of 
Kelts, after ravaging several parts of Greece and Asia Minor, settled down in the 
central parts of .the peninsula under the name of Galatians, and in the course of 
time became HeUenized, like most other tribes of the peninsula. The whole of 
Asia Minor is divided into fourteen parts or provinces, some of which formed 
independent kingdoms, until they were all subdued by the Romans. 

1. MYSIA, in the north-western part of Asia Minor. It was originally a small 
country, but was afterwards extended to the frontiers of Lydia. In the east it 
was bounded by the river Rhyndacus and Mount 01ymi)us. The western coast 
district was occupied, at a very early time, by u^olian colonists from Greece. After 
the time of Alexander the Great, Mysia became a part of the kingdom of Per- 
gamus. The rivers, hills, and bays, are very celebrated in ancient poetry, without 
being of great historical nnportance. The principal towns are : — ^Abydos, a colony of 
Miletus, near which the Persian king Xerxes built a bridge across the Hellespont; 
Lampsacus, a colony of Phocsea ; Gyzicus, once one of the most powerful Greek cities 
in Asia Minor, was,built on an island connected with the mainland by two bridges, 
which were {drterwards f oimed into a mole, so as to <;reate two good harbours ; it 
was one of the most splendid cities, and fell successively under the rule of the 
Persians, Macedonians, and Romans. In B.C. 75 it was l>esieged by Mithridates, 
king of Pontus ; and owing to its gallant defence it received from the Romans cer- 
tain privileges, which, however, were lost in the reign of Tiberius. On the south- 
west coast we have first the ancient .^olian colony of Cyme, the mother city of 
Cumse in Campania. — ^Pergamum, on the river Caicns, was originally a small 
mountain fortress, but after the death of Alexander the Great became the capital 
of a powerful kingdom ; its last king, in B.C. 13.3, bequeathed his kingdom to tha 
Romans, so that the city became the capital of the province of Asia. During the 
period of its greatness it was a famous seat of literature and learning, not much 
inferior to Alexandria in Egypt. Pergamum was one of the earliest seats of Chris^ 
tianity. Numerous ruins still attest its former greatness. The most famous of tha 
towns of Mysia was Qium, commcmly called Troja. It. was situated on a riabag 
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ground above the plain watered by^ the Scamander and Simoi& This famous city 
was destroyed, according to tradition, by the Greeks in b.c. 1184. It was after- 
wards rebuilt, but it is still a matter of uncertainty whether the new town occu- 
pied the ancient site, or was built farther inland. — ^iHurdanus is remarkable only for 
being the origin to the name Dardanelles, which was anciently called the Helles- 
pont. The other towns of Mysia, such as LyxneaBOS, ScepsiB, Zeleia, are of less 
importance. 

2. LYDIA, bounded in the north W Mysia, in the east by Phrygia, in the south 
by Caria, and in the west by the iBgSBan. In the earliest times tiie coast was 
occupied by Ionian Greeks, but when Lydia became a powerful kingdom, its 
dominion extended not only over the Greeks on the coast, but over me whole 
peninsula, as far as the river Halys. In the time of the Romans it was reduced to 
its original limits. The country is traversed by the rivers CSayster and Heimns, 
flowing through beautiful and fertile valleys. The earliest inhabitants were 
Maeonians, probably a branch of the Pelasgiana The Lydians seem to have been 
of a different race, and to have overpowered and repressed the Maeonians. The 
country was governed by native kings until b.o. 546, when Croesus, its last king, 
was conquered by Cyrus, and the country became a Persian satrapy. 

After this the country was successively governed by Macedonians, Syrians, and 
the kings of Peipmius. The national character of the Lydians was gradually lost 
as they became Hellenized. 

The chief towns of Lydia were Sardes and Magnesia. The former, the capital, 
was situated on the river Pactolus, a small tributary of the Hermus. It possessed 
a veiy strong citadel, containing the king's palace surrounded by a triple wall. 
The city itseS was built in the pLun, and consisted of lightly built houses. It was 
thrice destroyed, but each time rebuilt, though it lost its importance when Per- 
gamus became the capital of the new kingdom. It was destroyed the fourth time 
by an earthquake in the reign of Tiberius. It was again restored, but perished in 
the Middle A^es, and very few traces of it remain. Magnesia, at the foot of Mount 
Sipylus, is chiefly memorable for the victory gained there by the two Scipios, in 
B.C. 190, over Antiochus the Great. By far uie most important cities were the 
Ionian colonies on the coast, from Phocsaa in the north to Miletus in the south. 
Their number was twelve, viz. : — ^Phoofea, most of whose inhabitants emigrated after 
the Persian conquest, and founded Aleria in Corsica; Smyrna, one of the most 
important commercial cities of the ancient world, and still the great commercial city 
of the Levant; Olazomenn, celebrated as the birthplace of Anaxa^ras; ErythrsB; 
Teos; Lebedus; Colophon, a powerful city, and the birthplace of several poets; 
Ephesua, perhaps the most important oi all the Ionian colonies, had two har- 
bours, and at a little distance from the city was the famous temple of the Ephesian 
Artemis ; it was burned down in b.o. 356. There are still considerable remains of 
it, though the deposits of the Cayster have buried the greater part of the city. 
In its neighbourhood the lonians held their annual meeting at a place called 
Panionium. 

3. GASIA, the south-western comer of Asia Minor, is traversed by ranges of 
low hills, running out far into the sea, and forming long promontories. Its frontier 
on the east is the river Axon, and mounts Salbacna and Cadmus. Its valleys are 
well watered and fertUe. l^e principal river is the Maeander, which receives 
several small tributaries. The greater part of the west coast was occupied by 
Ionian colonies, while the south-western part was inhabited by Dorians. The 
Carians, the original inhabitants, seem to have been akin to the Lydians and 
Mysians; they were governed by native kings, residing at Halicamassus, after 
it was excluded from the Dorian confederacy. Its chief towns were: — ^Magnesia, 
north of the Maeander, containing a mamincent temple of Artemis; Priene, at 
the foot of Mount Mycale, stood origioally on the sea-shore, but the deposits of 
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the Maeander left it, at a later time, a few miles from the sea ; Myns; Heraclea, 
and Miletus. The last, the greatest and most southern of the Ionian colonies, 
was situated on a headland opposite the mouth of the Maeander, and had four 
distinct harbours. On its extensive territory larse flocks of sheep were kept, 
whence it became celebrated for its woollen manufactures. It carried on a most 
active commerce with distant countries in the north and west, but especially 
with the towns on the Euxine. Miletus could boast of having produced 
the first Greek philosophers and hie^orians. Croesus, the last king of Lydia, 
subdued the city; when the Ionian revolt was crushed by the Persians, Miletus 
was destroyed in B.C. 494; but it recovered from this misfortune, and continued to 
be a place of some note. Owing to the vast deposits of the Maeander, it is now 
ieven difficult to determine the exact site of the city. HalicamaRBUB, on the north 
coast of the Ceramicus Sinus, was a Dorian city, which, under the dominion of 
Persia, was governed by a djmasty of native princes. The city was besieged and 
destroyed by Alexander the Great ; but it still remained a place of great renown, 
on account of the splendid mausoleum erected by Queen Artemisia, in honour of 
her husband, Mosolus. Some of the sculptures adorning this structure have 
recently been discovered, and are now in the British Museum. Halicamassus is 
the birthplace of the historians Herodotus and Dionysius. Amone the other 
towns we may mention Gnidus, a Dorian colony, and the chief city of the Dorian 
confederacy; it was most famous for its statue of Aphrodite by Praxiteles; 
Myndus; Tralles; Alabanda; Mylasa, of which still many beautiful ruins exist; 
Stratonioea and Allndft. 

4. LYGIA, is surrounded on three sides by the sea, and in the north by Pisidia 
and Phrygia; it is traversed by mountains of considerable hei^t ; and in the north 
forms a high tableland. The {principal river is the Xanthus. The inhabitants seem 
to have been Greeks, mixed with a branch of the Semitic race ; they were a brave 
and warlike people, and they, with the Cilicians, were the only people in Asia 
Minor whom Croesus was unable to subdue. They formed a confederation of 
thirty-two towns under one head; and as long as this constitution lasted the 
country was free and happy, but notwithstanding their spirit of independence, 
they had to submit to the successive conquerors of Asia Minor. 

The principal towns were : — ^Xanthus, on the eastern bank of the river of the same 
name. It was the chief town of Lycia. It was twice destroyed, first by the 
Persians, and afterwards during the Roman civil wars. It must have been a 
splendid city, to judge from its numerous and beautiful remains ; Patara, chiefly 
celebrated for its temple and oracle of Apollo. Other towns are i^Pinara, of which 
splendid ruins still exist ; Myia, under the Romans the capital of Lycia; Phaselis, 
and Telmessufi. There are still many beautiful ruins of these and other Lycian 
towns. 

5. PAMPHYLIA, a narrow strip of coast country round the bay that bears its 
name. The country rises from the coast towards Mount Taurus, and is traversed 
by a number of smadl streams flowing down from that mountain, of which the most 
celebrated are the Euiymedon and the Gestms. Its original inhabitants seem to 
have belonged to the Semitic race. The chief towns were : — ^Attalia, founded by 
AttaUus II. ; Perge, one of the great seats of the worship of Artemis, and under 
the Romans the capital of Pamphylia ; Side, a Greek colony; and Aspendus. 

6. PISIDIA, an inland province in the north of Pamphylia, a very rough and 
mountainous country. The Pisidians were a hardy mountain race — so much so, 
that none of the successive conquerors of Asia Minor was able to subdue them. 
The eastern part of the country contains two large salt lakes, and was inhabited 
by a race called Isauiians. The principal towns are: — Termessus, in a pass of 
Mount Taurus, in so strong a position that Alexander the Great despaired of 
taking it; Selge, the chief mountain fortress of the country, is said to have been 
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!a colony of Sparta; Grenma and SagakussnB, both strong fortresses. Tn the 
country of the Isaurians, who were notorious as daring robbers, there were but 
few towns of any note. 

7. GILIGIA, a large coast land in the south-east of Asia Minor, extending from 
Pamphylia and Pisidia to the frontiers of Syria. It is bounded in the north by 
the chain of mount Taurus, and in the east by mount Amanus. The country 
is divided into two parts, the western called Gilida Aspera, and the eastern 
Campestris. All the rivers flow southward from mount Taurus ; the principal 
ones are the Galycadnus, Sams, and Pyramus, to which may be added the little 
stream Gydnus, with its clear and cool waters, in which Alexander the Great 
nearly lost his life. The earliest inhabitants seem to have belonged to the 
Semitic race, but the coast and plains were afterwards occupied b^ Greeks, while 
the old inhabitants were driven into the mountains, and lived chiefly by robbery 
and plunder. The country maintained its independence until the conquest of 
Alexander. Pompey, after the piratic war, made it a Eoman province B.C. 63. 

The principal towns of Cilicia were :— Selinus, where the emperor Trajan died ; 
Seleucia, founded by Seleucus I. on the Galycadnus, -soon became a city of 
great wealth and splendour; there still are interesting ruins of the place ; Gorycus, 
with a good harbour; Soli, a DcHrian colony, and m the time ot Alexander, a 
flourishing city. After its destruction by Tigranes of Armenia, it was rebuilt by 
Pompey, under the name of Pompeiopolis. — Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia, 
situated in a fertile plain at the foot of mount Taurus. It was a very ancient 
place, and the residence of the Cilician kings ; its inhabitants appear to have been 
distinguished for intellectual culture, whence it ^ave birth to many eminent men, 
one of whom was the apostle Paul. — ^Ibbiis, at the head of a bay in the extreme 
east, at the northern end of a mountain pass, called the Syrian or Cilician gates. 
The neighbourhood is celebrated for the great battle in which Alexander, in B.C. 
333, defeated the army of Darius. The towns in the interior, such as Adana, 
Anazarb us, M id Mopsus or Mopeuestia, were not of much importance. 

8. BITHITNIA, was bounded on the west by the Bosporus, the Propontis, and 
Mysia, from which it was seqparated by the river Bhyndacus ; in the north by the 
Euxine, in the east by Paphlagonia, and in the south by Mysia, Phrygia, and 
Galatia.. It was on the whole a fertile country, but was traversed by several 
ranges of woody mountains, the highest of which were Olympus and Orminius. 
Its chief rivers were the Sangarius and the BiUaens. Its iiDiabitants are said to 
have immigrated into the country from Thrace, under the name of Thyni, a name 
which was retained by a portion of them in the north-west. The north-eastern 
part was inhabited by a distinct tribe, called Mariandym. Bithynia was first 
conquered by the Lydians, and afterwards became a Persian satrapy, but soon 
succeeded in freeing itself. It was then governed by native princes, who resisted 
Alexander and his successors. The last of these kings, Nicomedes III., in B.C. 
74, bequeathed his kingdom to the Komans. 

The principal towns of Bithynia were : — Gins, a colony of Miletus, and a prosper- 
ous commercial town, was destroyed by Philip of Macedonia, but rebuilt by 
Prusias ; Pmsa, at the foot of mount Olympus, derived its name from its founder, 
Prusias ; Nicaea, on the east of lake Ascania, was one of the most famous towns 
of the country, and generally the residence of the kings. The emperor Constantine 
held the great ecclesiastical council here in A.D. 325, at which the first part of the 
Nicene creed was i^reed upon. The ancient walls and some ^ates still exist. — 
Nicomedia, so called from king Nicomedes I., who rebuilt tiie plac^ after its 
destruction by Lysimachus. Before that time it had been successively called 
Astacus and Olbia. It was the favourite residence of some of the later emperors, 
but suffered much from earthquakes. — ^Ghalcedon, nearly opposite to Byzantium, 
was a Greek colony of Megara, out during the decay of Persia it became subject 
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to the Bithynian kings. The Romans strongly fortified it, and made it the capital 
of the province of Bithynia. — GhrysopoliB, the modem Scutari, likewise strongly 
fortifiecf was originally the ^rt of Chalcedon. — ^Heradea, sumamed Fontica, in 
the country of the Mariandym, possessed a fine harbour. It was founded in B.c. 
550 by Greeks from Megara and Tanagra, and soon became a wealthy commercial 
city, ruling over a large extent of country. It experienced all the vicissitudes of 
the other towns of Asia Minor, and finaJly was taken by the kings of Bithynia. 
After the foundation of Nicomedia it lost its commercial importance. Its ruin 
was completed during the wars of the Romans against Mithridates. 

9. PHfiYGIAj an inland country, surrounded by Mysia, Lydia, Caria, Lycia, 
Pisidia, Lycaonia, Galatia, and Bithynia. At one time Mysia also belonged to it, 
whence the poets often call the Trojans Phrygians. Phryg|ia forms the western 
p»art of the great central table-land of Asia Minor. It contains the sources of the 
rivers Heimus and Maeander, and in the north it is watered by the Bhyndacus, 
Sangarius, and Thymbrea. The northern part of the country is very fertile, but 
in iie south and east it is less so,, the streams flowing from mount Taurus forming 
several salt lakes. Still it was, on the whole, a rich and productive country. 

The Phrygians believed themselves to be the most ancient inhabitants of Asia 
Minor, but according to tradition they came into the country, about 100 years 
after the Trojan war, from Macedonia, where they had lived under the name of 
the Briges or Bebryces. They seem to have belonged to the Aryan race. In Asia 
they experienced sdl the vicissitudes of the other nations of the peninsula. When 
they were under the dominion of Syria, a great part of Phrygia was seized by the 
Kelts, and the rest afterwards became a part of the kingdom of Pergamus, together 
with which it became, in B.c. 129, the Roman province of Asia. 

The most important towns of Phrygia were : — Celaenae, near the source of the 
Maeander; the place lost its importance when Antiochus Soter founded Apamea 
Cibotus, to which he transferred many of the inhabitants of Celaenae, and which 
became one of the great commercial cities of the East ; Laodicea, near the frontier 
of Caria, founded by Antiochus Theus, suffered much from earthquakes, but rose 
to great iniportance under the Romans, evidences of which are its splendid 
remains ; GoIosBae, not far from the last cil^, is interesting from the fact that one 
of St. Paul's epistles is addressed to its inhabitants; Cibyra, whose inhabitants 
were a mixed race, was governed by native princes ; this town also suffered much 
from earthquakes, like many other places in Phrygia ; Dorylaeum, in the north, 
celebrated for its hot springs ; Synnada, at first a small place, became, under the 
Roman empire, a town of much importance ; Ipsus, near which the contest between 
the successors of Alexander was finally decided in B.c. 301. A few other remark- 
able towns are Philomelium, Antiochia, and C!otyaeum. 

10. LYCAONIA, an inland country, forming a continuation of the table-land of 
Phiygia, has excellent pastures, but little water, for its few and small rivers are 
lost in lakes. Its inhabitants were a distinct race, with a peculiar language. In 
B.C. 25 it fell into the hands of the Romans. It was in Lycaonia that St. Paul 
laboured during his first mission to the Gentiles. The country contained but few 
towns, and none of great historical importance, except Iconium, the flourishing 
period of which, however, belongs to the Middle Ages. 

11. GALATIA or GALLOGBAEGIA, in the centre of Asia Minor, received its 
name from the Gauls, who formed the bulk of its inhabitants and had immigrated 
from Europe. After roaming about for a long time, they settled down in B.C. 230, in 
a part of Pnrygia, which was henceforth called Galatia. They retained at first their 
own language ; but as many Greeks were settled among them, they ap)ear, in the 
course of time, to have adopted the Greek language. They consisted of three tribes 
with a federal government. During the war against Antiochus, the Galatians 
became virtually subject to the Pwomans, but were still governed by native princes, 
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until, in B.C. 25, Galatia became a Roman province. It was a beautiful and fertile 
country, traversed by the river Halys, and the upper part of the Sangarius. The 
chief towns are : — Pefl s inua, capital of the tribe of the Tolistobogi, was the principal 
seat of the worship of Cybele, whose image was carried to Rome at the time of 
the second Funic war; imcyra, the chief town of the tribe of the Tectosages, and 
under the Romans the capital of the province; it is celebrated as the place where 
the **Monumentum Ancvranum" was discovered in 1544; Gordium, where 
Alexander performed the feat of cutting the Gordian Knot. 

12. FAPHLACK)NIA, the northernmost part of Asia Minor, between the rivers 
Parthenius and Halys. The country is intersected by three chains of mountains, 
extending from east to west. The coast district was fertile, the mountainous 
parts covered with forests. The native population seems to have belonged to the 
Semitic race, but the towns on the coast were mostly inhabited by Greeks. They 
were : — ^Amastris, founded about b.c. 300, with two good harbours ; Sinppe, the most 
impK>rtant of all the Greek colonies on the Euxine ; its situation, with two sood 



harbours, rendered it particularly fit to become a great commercial place. The 
inhabitants were colomsts from Miletus, and ruled over a large territory, until the^ 
were conquered bv one of the kings of Pontus. It was the birthplace of Mithn- 
dates, who greauy fortified and embellished the place. Under the Romans it 
gradually declined; Gangra, in the south of the countiy, the residence of King 
Deiotarus, and under the Romans the capital of the province. 

13. GAPPADOGIA, a rough and mountainous country, extending from the 
borders of Lycaonia in the west, to the river Euphrates in the east. Its chief 
rivers are the Halys and the Melas, a tributary of the Euphrates. The great body 
of the Cappadocians belonged to the Semitic race, and are in fact sometimes called 
Leuco-Syn, or white Syrians. Under Persia the country was governed^ by 
hereditaiy satraps, who afterwards made themselves independent, and took the 
title of kmgs. In this position they maintained themselves until A.D. 17, when 
the country became a Roman province. 

Its principal towns were :— ^maiUK with a famous and rich temple of Artemis ; 
IVTagsaca, the residence of the Cappadocian kings; Tyana, in the south-west, the 
birthplace of the famous impostor Apollonius ; Kasdanzus and Nyssa, both of which 
are famous in the early history of Christianity; the few other towns are of little 
historical interest. 

14. PONTUS embraces the north-eastern part of Asia Minor, along the coast of 
the Euxine. Its eastern boundary is mount Faryadres, though in the time of the 
Ronuuis it extended as far as the river Phasis. Pontus is a mountainous country, 
and in the north-east wild and barren, but the valleys of the Halys and Lycus 
are very fertile. The mountains were richly covered with wood, furnishing 
timber for shipbuilding, and were rich in iron ore. Besides the rivers Halys and 
Lycus, the Amampms, Tneimodon, and Iris, deserve notice. Pontus was governed 
by Persian satraps, who however made themselves independent, and took the title 
of king. The last but one of these was the great Mithridates, who was conquered 
by Pompey. But the country still remained nominally independent, until, in a.d. 
64, Nero made it a Roman province. 

The chief towns of Pontus were : — ^Phasig, a frontier fortress, was f oxmded by 
Miletus; Trapezus (Trebizond), a colony of Sinope, in the Roman times one of 
the most important towns on the Euxine, a rank which it still occupies; Cenusus, 
the place from which Lucullus is said to have brought the cherry tree into Europe; 
Polemonium, at the head of a deep ba^, had a good harbour ; Amiflus, a large town, 
in which the kings of Pontus sometmies resided. In tlie interior we mtve the 
towns of Amaria, the capital of the country, on the river Iris, the birthplace 
of the geographer Strabo ; Zela, the place where Julius Csdsar defeated Phamaces 
in B.C. 47; Ounra or Sebastiay on the upper course of the Halys, to be noticed aa 
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the place where, in B.c. 71, Mithridotes was defeated by Lncullus ; Oomana Fonticak 
possessed a famous and rich temple of Artemis, which was believed to have been 
founded by Orestes, and whose priests ranked next to the king. It ought to be 
noticed that Annenia Minor, about mount Scordiscus, is generally considered to 
belong to Asia Minor; it formed part of the kingdom of Pontus, 



MAP XL— PALESTINE AND PHCENICIA. 

I. PALESTINE, or the Holy Land, also caUed Judaea, though this last name is 

Eroperly applicable only to its south-western portion, is only a part of Syria, and 
ounded on the north by Goele^Syria and mount libanus, on the east by the river 
Jordan and the lakes formed in its course, and at a later time by the Arabian 
desert, so that the district called Peraea would be included in it. On the south 
and south-west it is likewise bounded by desert lands; and on the east by the sea 
and Phoenicia. The boundaries, however, were not the same at all times; it seems 
to have reached its greatest extent in the time of King David. The chief river 
of the country is the Jordan, flowing from north to south, and having its sources at 
the foot of mount Hermon, the southernmost part of the range of Anti-Libanus. 
It empties itseK into the Lacus Asf^ialtitis or Dead Sea; it flows through a valley 
shut in on both sides by mountains; and in its upper course forms two Takes, viz.. 
Lake Samachonitis, or Waters of Meron, and the Lake of Tiberias. The valley of 
the Jordan is from five to ten miles in breadth, and the river itseK has an average 
breadth of thirty yards. The Dead Sea, in which the river is lost, is a great s5t 
and bituminous lake; and although it receives the waters of the Jordan and 
several other smaller streams, has no visible outlet, and is considerably below the 
level of the Mediterranean. The other rivers of Palestiue are of no importance. 
The country between the Jordan and the Mediterranean is intersected by several 
ranges of mountains, which subside towards the south and west. The plains, 
valleys, and slopes of hills were in ancient times extremely fertile. The country 
on the east of the Jordan gradually rises towards the rocky desert of Auranitis. 

In the time of the Romans the country was divided into the tetrarchiea Galilsea, 
Samaria, Judsea, and Peraea. 

1. GALTTiffiA or Galilee, forms the northernmost part of Palestine between 
Phoenicia and the Jordan, bounded on the north by mount Hermon, and in the 
south by mount Carmel. It contained numerous towns and villages, but its 
inhabitants Were looked down upon by the inhabitants of Judaea, l^cause they 
were a mixture of Jews, Phoenicians, Greeks, Syrians, &c. The most memorable 
place is Nazareth. On a hill in the midst of a range of mountains was the 
residence of the parents of our Lord, and the scene of His early life. Other places 
of Scriptural importance are Gapemanm, Gana, Bethsaida^ and Tiberias, the last 
of which was buut by Herod Antipas, and named after the emperor Tiberius. 

2. SAMASIA, the centrsd province of Palestine, and the smallest of its divisions, 
extended from Genaea in the north to Silo in the south, being bounded on the west 
by Judaea, and on the east by the Jordan. A remnant of the ancient Samaritans 
still exists at Nablous, (the ancient Neapolis or Sichar,) who recognise the 
Pentateuch alone among the different parts of the Old Testament, and their 
ancient version of it is still called the Samaritan Pentateuch. The princi- 
pal town in this part of Palestine was Samaria, afterwards called Sebaste, and in 
Hebrew Shomron. It had been built about B.c. 922 by Omri, king of Israel, and 
was at one time a city of great importance; but about the time of Christ it seems 
to have fallen into decay; and although it was restored by Herod, it never recovered 
its former greatness. In proportion as it declined, Sioliar, one of the most ancient 
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places in Pslestine, rose in importance, as it was the religious capital of the 
Samaritans, whose temple was oiiilt on mount Gerizim. it was the birthplace of 
Justi n Ma rtyr. 

3. JUD^SIA, the southern and largest province of Palestine, included the district 
of Idumsea in the south, where it bordered on Arabia Petraea. In the east it was 
bounded by the Jordan and the Dead Sea. Its chief city, Jerusalem, was the 
capital not only of Judiea, but of aU Palestine, to which rai^ it was raised in b.c. 
1050 by King David; and under his successor Solomon, who built the famous 
temple, it became the reli^ous centre of the Jewish nation. It was destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar, who carried away its inhabitants into captivity. Cyrus restored 
them to their country, and the temple was rebuilt. In b.c. 332 Jerusalem sub- 
mitted to Alexander the Great; and from B.C. 320 to B.C. 198 it was subject to the 
Egyptian Ptolemies. Afterwards it was conquered by Syria, but was left to the 
government of native ^inces until, in b.c. 63, it was taken by Pompey. The Jews 
bore the yoke of the Komans verv reluctantiy; and in a.d. 70 they broke out in 
open revolt, and after a heroic defence the city was taken and destroyed. A 
later revolt induced the emperor Hadrian to destroy the last remnants of the city, 
to establish on its site a Soman colony under the name of Aelia Capitolina, and 
to erect a temple to Jupiter on the site of the temple of Jehovah, a.d. 135. 
When at last Christianity overpowered Paganism Jerusalem became an object 
of veneration to the Christians, who erected several churches on the sacred site. 
The various vicissitudes through which the city passed have obliterated most of 
its ancient, and even of its Roman remains. 

Other important towns were :^}8Qsarea, on the sea-coast, which was fortified 
and adorned with splendid buildings by Herod the Great, who changed its 
original name of Tower of Strato into Csesarea, in honour of Augustus. Mence- 
foith the town became the residence of the Boman Governor of J uddea. On the 
same coast we have the towns of Ascalon and Joppa, and a littie way inland 
AzotuB and Gaza, — ^the latter a strongly fortified place, and regarded as the key to 
Palestine from the side of Egypt. 

4. PEBfflA, a large district on the east of the Jordan and the Dead Sea, extend- 
ing in the proper sense from the river Amon in the south to the foot of mount 
Hermon in the north. It was divided into several districts, and its inhabitants 
were remarkable for their commerce and industry, thou^ the country was any- 
thing but fertile. Its principal towns were : — Ciesarea Philipi, which was built 
in B.C. 3, by the tetrarch Philip; Gadara, Pella, and Philadelphia. 

The earliest inhabitants of Palestine were the Canaanites. When the Israelites 
returned from Egypt they overpowered the inhabitants, and divided their limd 
among their own twelve tribes. On the death of Kehoboam the whole country 
was (uvided into the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah, — ^the former comprising 
all the country on both sides of the Jordan, and the latter the remaining portion 
in the south, between the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea. 

II. PH(ENIGIA is the long and narrow tract of country along the shores of the 
Mediterranean, extending from Aradus in the north, to Mount (^rmel in the south. 
In the north and east it was bounded by S^a, in the south and south-east by 
Palestine and the Mediterranean. Mount Libanus, running parallel with th^ sea^ 
shore, forms the eastern boimdary line. Although the valleys between the ofi'-shoots 
of mount Libanus, traversed by small streams, were very fertile, yet the people 
were obliged mainly to depend upon commerce, manufactures, and maritime enter- 
prise. Tney belonged to the Semitic race, and their language closely resembled 
the Hebrew. They appear as a very enterprising people, even in the most ancient 
records, and their colonies or factories were found m almost every part of the 
Mediterranean. The little country was successively conquered by the Assyrians, 
Babylonians^ Persians, MacedomaoSi Syrians, and £omaud. The most important 
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cities were Sidon and Tyre, the former probably the moat ancient, and certainly, for 
a long time, the most powerful of the Phcenician cities, was built on the coast, 
was strongly fortified, and had an excellent harbour. Its greatness, however, was 
afterwards eclipsed by that of its own colony. Tyre. In b.g. 351 Sidon revolted 
against Persia, and the inhabitants, in their despair of success, burned themselves 
with their city. It was afterwards restored, but never recovered its ancient 
splendour. It was especially celebrated for its manufacture of glass. Tyre, to the 
south of Sidon, and a colony of it, was orifiinadly situated on the mainland, and 
soon became the most important commercial city of the East, and at times even 
exercised a supremacy over Sidon. It was besieged for five years by the Assyrian 
king, Shalmaneser, and again for thirteen years by Nebuchadnezzar ; in each case 
apparency without success. These sieges seem to have induced the inhabitants 
to abandon the ancient site, and build a new city on an island about half a mile 
from the shore ; this new city again soon rose to a power and splendour scarcely 
inferior to those of old Tyre. In B.C. 332 the inhabitants, refusing to submit to 
him, Alexander besieged the place for seven months, and connected the island 
with the mainland by means of a mole. The city was then taken and sacked by 
the Macedonians ; and as in the same year Alexandria in Egypt was founded, a 
new direction was given to the conmierce of the ancient world, whereby Tyre 
gradually lost its importance. 

Other towns pi Phcenicia were : — ^Aradns, in the north, on an island a few miles 
from the shore; Tiipdis, a place consisting of three distinct towns, but united 
under one government ; Byblus; Berytus, the modem Beirut, was celebrated as a 
great seat of learning; Ptolemais, originally called Hecho, and now Acre, occupied 
a very strong position, but did not acquire any great importance until the time of 
the Ptolemies, from whom it derived its name. 



MAP XIL-QALLIA TBAITSALPINA. 

In the division of the empire made by Augustus, Gkbul was separated from Italy 
in the south-east by the small river varus and the Alps ; farther north by the 
Khine in its whole course, so that it embraced the whole of modem France, all 
parts of Germany west of the Khine, Belgium, and a portion of Holland, together 
with the western part of Switzerland. On the west of . the Bhone a range of 
mountains bore the name of Cebenna Mens, another range running parallel with 
the Khine was called Vosegus Mons, while mount Jura in the east separated the 
tribes of the Sequani and Helvetii. 

France has only one great river which flows into the Mediterranean, the 
Khodanus or Khone, with its tributaries Draentia, Isara, Saucona, and Dubis; in 
the south-west we have the rivers Aturis, the Gammna, with all its tributaries, 
flowing into the Bay of Biscay. Farther north we have the Liger or Loire, the 
largest river of Gaul ; the Sequana or Seine ; the Hlosella and the Mesa, which flow 
into the Khine ; lastly, the Scaldis, the modem Scheldt. 

Gaul was, on the whole, a very fertile coimtry, especially the part bordering on 
the Mediterranean, where the climate is little inferior to that of Itsdy. 

Before the conquest of the Komans, Gaul was divided among a large number 
of independent tribes, all of which, however, bdonged to two or three great 
races. The inhabitants of the counliy bordering upon the Bay of Biscay, csdled 
Aquitanians, were probably of Iberian origin, while the rest of Gaul was inha- 
bited by Keltic tribes, with the exception of the western bank of the Lower 
Khine, which was occupied by Germans or Kelts, that is, Belgae mixed with 
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Grormans. In the extreme south Greekg had established themselves at Massilia 
as early as B.C. 600; and this city again established a number of colonies along the 
south coast of Gaul, and even in Spain. Massilia was always on friendly terms 
with the Romans, who had frequency to protect it against its Gallio neighbours ; 
and this gave rise, in B.C. 122, to the foundation of a Roman colony called Aquae 
Sextise. Having once gained a footing in the coimtry, the Romans extended their 
conquests farther north; in B.G. 118 ISIarbo Marcius (Narbonne) was founded, and 
the southern part of Gaul was then constituted as a Roman province, of which 
Narbo was the capital. The rest of Gaul was conquered by Julius Osesar, during 
his pro-consulship from B.c. 58 to 50. In his time Gaul was divided into three 
parts, Aquitania^ Gallia, and Belgica. Augustus divided the country into four 
provinces : — 1. Gallia Narbonengis, that is, the earliest Roman province, which still 
bears the name of Provence; 2. Aquitania; 3. Grallia Lugdunensis; 4. Gallia 
Belgica. Afterwards Gaul was divided into seventeen provinces, the names of 
which are given on the margin of the map. At a somewhat later time the left 
bank of the Rhme, being occupied by Germans, was called Germania, and was sub- 
divided into Geimania Prima and Germania Secunda. The Gauls, after beinf 
conquered by the Romans, gradually adopted their manners and laugua^e, and 
became thoroughly Romanized. 
- 1. GALLIA NABBONENSIS extended from the river Varus to the eastern 
extremity of the Pyrenees, and in the north to the Rhone, as far as its junction 
with the Arar. The principal towns in this part, besides those already mentioned, 
were Nemausns (Nismes), was colonized by the Romans, and became a very 
important city. Its greatness is still attested by many and beautiful specimens 
of Roman architecture. — Tolosa, a celebrated commercial town on the ujjper 
Garumna, was colonized by Romans; the modem Toulouse contains some ancient 
remains. — ^Arelate, at the head of the Delta of the Rhon^ a Roman colony, is first 
mentioned by Caesar, but afterwards became a most flourishing citv. The modem 
town of Aries contains very many interesting remains. — Maasilia, which has already 
been mentioned, was founded by Phocseans from Asia Minor; it possessed a large 
harbour, and extended its dominion over several neighbouring tnbes. It became 
the mother city of Nicsea, Antipolis, Olbia^ and in Spain of Empori» and Rhoda. 
For a Ions time Massilia was one of the most important commercial cities in the 
world, and a great seat of learning, which spread its influence over the whole of 
GauL — ^Forum Julil (Frejus), founded by Julius Caesar in b.c. 44, possessed 
a good harbour, and served as a station for a part of the imperial fleet. — ^Avenio 
(Avignon), on the left bank of the Druentia, near its confluence with the Rhone. — 
Araosio (Orauge), still contains many Romans remains. — Caluio, afterwards c^ed 
Giattanopolis, after the emperor Gratian. Farther north, in the country of the 
Allobsoges, we have Vienna, on the Rhone, which was colonized by the Romans, and 
became the capital of a vast district ; the modem Vienne still contains many Roman 
remains. — Geneva, at the southern extremity of the Lacus Lemanus; the Rhone 
was there bridged over, and near the town Caesar constracted a wall from the 
lake to moun t Jura, as a protection against the Helvetii. 

2. AQUITANIA, in Caesar's time, extended from the Pyrenees to the Garumna; 
but Augustus, without any regard to the ethnography, made the Liger the northern 
boundary. The inhabitants of the country between the two rivers were genuine 
Kelts, and were very different from the Iberians in the south. The tnbes in 
Aquitania were very numerous, but some of them were unimportant. 

The few towns deserving notice were: — Buidigala (Bordeaux), the capital of 
the tribe of the BitUriges vivisci, a place of great commercial importance, and a 
great seat of learning.— Avaricum (Bourges), near the head of a tributwy of the 
Liger, was a well fortified town, in a very fertile district ; but it was besieged and 
taken by Julius Caesar, who put to death upwards of 30,000 of its inhabitants. — 
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Oei^fovia, in the country of the Arveini, on a lofty hill near the river Elaver, was 
l)esieffed 1^ Julius Csesar, who was unable to take it. 

3. GALLIA LUGDUKENSIS, so called from the town of Lngdnnnm (Lyons), 
near the confluence of the Arar with the Rhone. Its boundaries were: the Liger 
in the south, the Atlantic in the west, the Sequana and Matrona in the north, and 
the Arar in the east. The tribes in this part of Gaul were pure Kelts. 

The towns in the western part were called Civitates Armoricse, among which we 
may mention Vorganium. In the country of the Galetes we have the town of 
Juuabona, near the mouth of the Sequana; and Botomagos, among the Velio- 
casses, farther up the river. In the country of the Tnxones is the town OsBaar- 
odunum (Tours), south of the liger. In the country of the Aulerei is Novi- 
odunum. The chief town of the JParisU was Lutetia, on a small island in the 
Sequana; this town, the nucleus of modem Paris, was not of much consequence in 
the time of the Romans. In the country of the Gamntes we have the towns of 
Genabmn, aftenvards called Givitas Aurelianomm, whence its modem name 
Orleans, and Antricmn. In the country of the Senones the principal towns 
were: — ^Agendicnm, also called Senones, and Melodnnnm (Melun). In the country 
of the Tricasses, the chief town was Angnstobona, afterwards called Tricassn, 
whence the modem Troyes. Alesia, in the country of the Mandnbii, situated on 
a high hill surrounded by two small rivers; in B.C. 52 it was taken and destroyed 
by tfulius Csesar. The iEdni, one of the most powerful tribes of Gaul, were early 
allied to the Romans; their chief town, Bibracte, afterwards called Augnstodnnnm 
(now Autun), is famous for the defeat of the Helvetii by J. Csesar. The capital of 
the Segnsiani was Lngdimnm, which gave its name to the whole province; it was made 
a Roman colony in B.c. 43, and soon after became the residence of the governor of 
Gallia Lugdunensis. Its situation on two navigable rivers soon made it one of the 
wealthiest and most populous cities of Gaul; it was twice destroyed — once by a 
fire, and afterwards by the Roman soldiery; and from these misfortunes it was 
unable to recover, especially as the neighbouring Vienna rose more and more into 
importance. 

4. GALLIA BELGIOA. — In Csesar's division it was bounded by the Rhine — ^the 
British Channel, and by the Sequana and Matrona in the south ; but Augustus 
added to it in the south-east the countries of the lingones, Sequani, and H^vetii 
It has already been remarked, that at a somewhat later time the left bank of the 
Rhine was occujpied by Crermans. 

The various tribes inhabiting Gallia Belgica were about twenty-one in number; the 
chief ones were the Sequani, with their capital Veaontid, the modem Besan^on, an 
important town, of which interesting remains still exist. The Helvetii occupied the 
western part of Switzerland, and were attempting to emigrate when Csesar arrived 
in Gaul, out were defeated, and compelled to return to their devastated country; 
their principal town was Aventicum, which was afterwards made a Roman colony. 
The LingoneB occupied the country north-west of the Sequani ; their chief town was 
Andematunum, also called Givitas lingonum, whence the modem name of Langres. 
The Bemi, between the Mosa and Matrona, with their capital of Durocortorom, after- 
wards called Bemi, hence the modem name Rheims, and the small fortress of Bibraz. 
The Suessiones, north of the Matrona, one of the bravest and most powerful tribes 
of Gaul; their chief town was Novlodnnum, afterwards Augusta Sneasonmn, 
whence the modem name of Soissons. The Veromandui, about the sources of the 
Isara, whose principal town was Augusta Veromanduomm, now St. Quentin. 
The Bellovaci, the most powerful amon^ the Belgian tribes, whose capital was 
CSfBsarbmagus, now Beauvais. The Ambiani, on &e river Samara, whose capital 
was Samarobiiva, also called Ambiani, now Amiens. The Atrebates, a powerful 
tribe, with a capital called Nemetacum, now Arras. The Morini, on the British 
Channel, in a flat and marshy district, contained the port of Itins, from which Cesar 
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tailed to Britain ; and the town of Gofloriacam, afterwards called Bononia, whence 
the modem Boulogne. The Nervii, south-east of the Morini, consisted of a 
number of small tribes, nearly all of whom were conquered and destroyed by 
Ceesar. The towns mentioned in their territory are, — ^Bagacmn (Bavay), Tama- 
cum (Toumay), and Gamaracmn (Cambray). The Aduatid, between the Scaldis 
and the Mosa, are said to have been a German tribe. Their chief town was called 
Adoatlca, afterwards Tungri, and now Tongem. The Batayi, a German tribe, 
occupied the island between the Vahalis and Rhenus, which is called the Insula 
Batavorum ; their chief towns were Lugdimum, the modem Leyden, and Novio- 
magos, the modem Nimwegen. The XTbii, a German tribe on the left bank of the 
BMne, with their chief town of Golonia Agiippina or Agrippinensis, the modem 
Coeln or Cologne. The Treviri, on both banks of the MoseUa, a very powerful 
tribe, whose principal town was Augusta Treviiomm (Treves or Trier), which, 
during the later period of the empire, became one of the most important cities 
of Gaul. The town of Conflnent^ the modem Coblenz, likewise belonged to 
them. The Mediomatrid, a German tribe, occupied the country about the Mosella, 
extending as far as the Rhine. Their chief town was IHvodurum, afterwards 
called Mediomatrid or Meltis, whence the modem Metz. The Vangiones, a 
German tribe, on both sides of the Rhine, whose chief towns were Moguntiacum 
(Mainz) and Borbetomagus, now Worms. The Nemetes dwelt south of the last, 
, with their capital of Noviomagus, now Speier. Lastly, the Tiibocd, with their 
capital of Argentoiatmn, the modem Strasburg. 

There are off the coast of Gaul a few ismids known to the ancients, among 
which we may notice Uliarufl, opposite the coast of the Santones. The largest 
among the Channel Islands were known by the names of Giesaiea, Swnia, and TtiHiinft. 



MAP XIIL-HISFANIA OB IBEBIA. 

This peninsula, separated from Gaul by the Pyrenaei Montes, is traversed in the 
north-east by a range called Idnbeda Mons, the Gaunus, and the Manlianus Saltus. 
A nimiber of other ranges of mountains run south and south-east, under different 
names, and form many promontories. The rivers of Spain are very numerous, 
i)ut the siK most important ones are : the Ibems (Ebro), tne Baetis (Guadalquiver), 
!the Anas (Guadiana), the Tagus (Tajo), the Ihuius (Douro), and the Minius 
i(Minho). The country was on the whole very fertile, but its principal wealth 
consisted of its miners! products. Gold also was found in many parts, and silver 
anines existed in several districts. 

Spain was little known to the ancients until the period of the second Punic war, 
-though Greeks had settled on the eastern shores as early as b. c. 500, and the 
Phoenicians had established colonies on the south-western shores even at a much 
earlier period. The natives of Spain, though divided into numerous tribes, were 
Iberians, whose modem r^resentatives still exist about the Bay of Biscay, under 
the name of the Basks. But at a period of which we have no historical know- 
led^, laige bodies of Kelts immigrated into Spain, and partly mixed with the 
natives, under the name of Keltiberians, and partly occupied distinct districts, 
where they remained unmixed, as in the north-west, where they were called Gal- 
laeci; and in the south, where they bore the name of Celtici. The inhabitants of 
the southern parts of Spain appear to have made considerable progress in civiliza- 
tion, but in the north they were fierce and uncivilized. 

The Romans at first (uvided Spain into two very unequal parts : Hispania Gi-> 
-tmat, between the Pyrenees and the Iberus, and Bispania XJltexior, which com« 
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prised the rest. Anffnstas, however, divided it into three provinces: Hkpuiis 
Baetica^ Hiqiania Lnsitanica, and Hispania TarraoonensiB. 

1. HISPANIA BAETIGA, that is, the country of the Baetis; bounded on the 
west and north by the Anas, extending in the east as far as cape GharideiiHim, 
was the richest and most fertile part of Spain, and its inhabitants were the most 
civilized. The chief tribes were the Tuioetaxd, the Bastudi, and Bastetani 

The principal towns along the coast were Phoenician settlements, the most im- 
portant of which were : — Gades (Cadiz). It was situated on an island near the 
coast, with which it was connected by a bridge; but in the course of time the 
city came to include not only a portion of the mainland, but some of the smaller 
islands surrounding it. During the war with Hannibal it surrendered to the 
Bomans, and Julius Caesar comerred the Roman franchise upon its citizens. — 
Carteia, on a bay, at the eastern extremity of which was the rock Galpe (Gib- 
raltar); it was afterwards colonized by Koifian soldiers. — ^Malaca, a commercial 
j^ace of great importance. Among the towns in the interior we have to notice 
Hispftlis, on the left bank of the Baetis, the modem Seville; was likewise a 
Phoenician colony, and a great commercial place, large sea vessels being able to 
sail up the river as far as the town. JuUus Caesar made it a Roman colony. — 
Italica, a little to the north-west of HispaUs, was a Roman colony, founded 
by P. Cornelius Scipio during the second Punic war. — CSorduba, on the north 
bank of the Baetis, the capital of the whole province; was made a Roman colony 
in B.a 152, and many patricians settled there. — ^lUitiirgi, on a steep rock on the ^ 
bank of the Baetis; was destroyed by Scipio in B.C. 210, but rebuilt, under the 
name of Forum Julium. — ^Another town was llanda, near which several battles 
were fought ; but its site is uncertain. 

2. LUSITAKIA, nearly corresponding to the modem kingdom of Portugal, com- 
prised the country between the Anas and the Durius ; was boimded in the east by 
a line running from north to south between these two rivers. The south-western 
comer, having the form of a wedge ending in cape Sacrum, was called by the 
Romans Gimeus. The chief tribe, from whom the province received its name, 
were the Lusitani ; they appear to have been a rapacious people, occupying the 
mountains between the Ta^s and the Durius. Other tribes were the Ve^nes 
and Geltici, the last of which were Kelts. The most important towns of Lusi- 
tania were : — ^Emeiita Agusta, on the north bank of the Alias, was the capital of 
the province, and was colonized by Augustus with his veterans, whence its 
name. — ^Norba GsBsarea, on the southern bimk of the Tagus. A bridge built there 
by Trajan across the river still exists. — Scalabis, a Roman colony; Olisippo (Lis|x>n); 
and Lacobrig& In the countnr of the Vettones we must notice the towns of 
Opidana, Lancia, Transcudana, Salmantica (Salamanca), where Trajan also built a 
bridge across the river, of which the piers still exist. The other towns of this 
provmce are of less importance. 

3. HISPANIA TAB&AGONENSIS, deriving its name from the city of Tarraco, 
on the east coast, was by far the largest of the three Spanish provinces. The 
coast districts were very fertile, but the north and west are mountainous and bar- 
ren. It was inhabited by a large number of tribes, some of which were pure 
Kelts, such as the Grallaeci, and others a mixture of Kelts and Iberians, such as the 
C^tiberi, while the rest appear to have been Iberians, with the exception of a few 
Greek colonies on the coast. The chief towns of the Gallaeci were Bracara 
Augusta, their capital, and Brigantium, in the north, with an ancient lighthouse, 
still in use. In the district of ^e Astuies — a wild and warlike people — ^we have to 
notice the towns of Asturica and Biigedum. In the country of the Gantalni 
— ^the fiercest and most warlike of all the Spanish tribes — ^the principal town was 
Juliobriga, near the sources of the Iberus. The Vaaoones have preserved their 
ancient hmguage and habits, the modem Basks being their descendants. Their 
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jrincipal towns i^ere Oalagniris, the birthplace of Qainctilian, and Tamj^feik)^ 
The chief town of the IleigeteB was Ilenla, on a commanding height, on the right 
bank of the river Sicoris. Besides this, Osca and Gelsa mav oe noticed. The only 
town of note among the Vaocaei was PaUantia. The tribe of the Caipetani was 
very powerful, and occupied an extensive and fertile country, and tiieir chief 
town was Toletmn, on the right bank of the Taffus ; it was famous for its manufac- 
ture of swords. The Oeltib^i, on the «ast of we Carpetani, seem to have carried 
on no peaceful occupation, and to have lived chiefly on what they earned as mer- 
cenaries. Thejr were frequently at war with the Romans, but were finally 
reduced to submission by the capture of Numantia, in B.o. 134. The chief towns 
in their country were : — Segobnga, Nmnantia, Bilbilis, Glunia, and a few others. 
The chief town m the counl^ of the GonteBtani was Carthago Nova (Oarthafiena), 
a Oarthafienian colony, founded in b.c. 242 by Hasdrubal, and was situated on a 
headland forming one of the finest harbours. Owing to its favourable situation, it 
became a most flourishing city; under the Romans its population and prosperity 
greatly increased. The town of Valentia, a Roman colony, likewise belonged to 
the district of the Contestani ; it was destroyed by Pompey, and afterwards again 
colonized by the Romans. North of the Contestam we have the Aedetani, with 
their towns of Sagontmn, said to have been a Greek colony; it was a prosperous 
commercial town, but was destroyed by Hannibal, in b.g. 219; some time later it 
was rebuilt by the Romans, and became an important manufacturing place. In 
the northern part of the Iberus we have the town of Gaesaxaugusta (Sarracoza) ; 
it received a Roman colony under Augustus, whence its name. South of the Iberus, 
near its mouth, we find the tribe of the Ilercaones, with their capital of Dertosa. 
The city of Tarraco, on the coast, was the capital of the Gosetani, and a colony of 
Massilia ; it rose under the Romans to very great prosperity, and became the capital 
of the whole province. The countnr of the Laletani contained the town of Bar- 
dno, with an excellent harbour. The tribe on the Indigetes, about the eastern 
extremity of the Pyrenees, where they slope down towards the sea, contained two 
Greek colonies, — ^Emporiae, founded by Massilia, and Bhoda. a colony of Rhodes. 

Among the islands on the east of Spain we have to notice the Baleares or Gynmesiae 
Insulae, a group of islands, of which the two most important are Balearis Major 
(Majorca), and the Balearis Minor (Minorca). They were first colonized by the 
Romans, and the inhabitants were renowned for their skill as slingers. The 
Balearis Major contained two Roman colonies — ^Palma and PoUentia. Two other 
groups of islands to the west of Majorca were called Pitjnisae Insulae; and to the 
north a group of very small islands were called Gdubrariae or Ophiusae. Off the 
west coast of Spain there is a small ^up called Landobris.. 



MAP XIV.-GEBMAiriA. 

Germania, or rather Crermania Magna (to distinguish it from Germania Prima 
and Secunda, on the left bank of the Rhine), was bounded in the south by the 
Danube, in the west h^ the Rhine and the German Ocean, and in the north by the 
Oodanus Sinus, while m the east the boundary was not quite defined, though the 
Vistula was generally regarded as the eastern frontier. This country was not 
known to the civilized nations of Southern Europe until the time of Caesar, who 
twice invaded it by crossing the Rhine, but without making any conquests. Ger^ 
many is described by its first visitors as a country mostly covered with swamps 
and forests, the largest of the latter, the Hercynia Silva, extending from the Rhine 
eastward as far as modem Poland. Among the other forest-clad mountains we may 
mention Taunus, SuditeB, Mons AflcibiugiuB, and the Saltos Teutobui^giensla. 
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The principal rivers are the Dannbius, the BImhiu, the AmJaia (Ems)i Visiirgig 
(Weser), Albis (Elbe), the Viadnis, and the Vistula. 

The Germans were a branch of the great Aryan race, and are described as a people 
of lofty stature, great bodily strenc^h, with fair complexion, blue eyes, and yellow 
or red hair. They lived in ruddy constructed huts, and towns, in the modem 
sense, scarcely existed, except on the banks of the Rhine. They were divided 
into a number of tribes, and there was no common name to comprise the whole 
nation. One tribe, the Teutones, became known to the Romans in B.C. 113. And 
as the province of Gaul was subject to frequent inroads, the Romans, for the 
purpose of protecting their frontier, invadea Germany at different times, and 

Senetrated even as far as the Elbe ; but in a.d. 9 the Komans suffered a terrible 
ef eat, in consequence of which aU attempts to conquer Germany were abandoned* 
In the south-west of Germany the Romans gained possession of the district called 
Agri Decumates, which they endeavoured to secure by a wall flanked with towers, 
extending from the Danube to the Hoenoa (Main), and farther prolonged from the 
Moenus to the Logna (Lahn). 

Tacitus divides all the German tribes into three great groups : the Xngaevones, 
in the north-west; the Hermiones, in the central part of the country; and the 
Istaevonea, between the Visurgis, Moenus, and Rhenus. But Pliny arranges them 
in five groups, viz., Vindili, Ingaevones, Istaevones, Hermiones, and Peudni The 
principal German tribes between the Rhenus and the Albis were: — 1. The Frisli, 
occupying the modem Friesland and Groningen. 2. The Bracteri, on both sides of 
the Upper Amisia. 3. The Ghand, divided into Majores and Minores, on the coast, 
between the Amisia and Albis. 4. The Angrivarii, on both sides of the Visurgis. 
5. The Usipetes and Tencteri, on the eastern banks of the Lower Rhine. 6. The 
Sicambii, about the river now called Sieg. 7. The Gatti, extending from the river 
Visurgis to the Agri Decumates. 8. The Mattiad, between the Main and the Lahn, 
with a town called Aquae Mattiacae (Wiesbaden). 9. The Ghernsd, on both sides 
of the Upper Visurgis, in conjunction with others, defeated the Romans in a.d. 9. 

The chief tribes between the Albis and Vistula were : — 1. The Saxones, north of 
the Elbe, the modem Holstein. 2. The Angli, a little farther north. 3. The 
Gimbii, probably a Keltic tribe, the modem Jutland. The Teutones, who, with 
the Cimbri, migrated south, and were defeated by Marius. 5. The Vindili or 
Vandali, the name comprising a number of tribes, on the coast of the Baltic, such 
as the Burgnndiones, dothones, Rngii, &c. All these tribes, at a later period, 
migrated south. 6. The JLangobardi, on the banks of the Albis, also migrated 
southward, and appeared in Italy as conquerors and founders of a powerful king- 
dom. 8. The Lygii, a large croup of tribes, appear first on the Viadms, and 
afterwards migrated south, and settled on the banks of the Rhine. 8. The Snevi, 
also a name given to a lar^e group of tribes, which are described as wandering, 
without any fixed habitation. They occupied a large part of the interior of Ger- 
many from the Baltic to the Danube; at a later period the name is applied to a 
distinct tribe between the Main and the Black !EV)rest, where the name still sur- 
vives in the form of Schwaben or Swabia. 

In Southern Germany the principal tribes were: — ^1. The Hermnndnii, a powerful 
race, extending from the Roman wall to tiie banks of the Upper Albis. 2. The 
MJarcomanni, onginall^r on the banks of the Main, afterwards took possession 
of the modem Bohemia^ where they established a powerful kingdom. 3. The 
Qnadi, south-east of the Marcomanni, with whom they were closely allied. 4. 
The Alemanni, & confederacy of several tribes between the Rhine, Main, and 
Danube, afterwards occupied a portion of Eastern Gaul and of Switzerland. 

The tribes on the south of the Danube became known to the Romans soon after 
the conquest of Macedonia, and frequent wars were the result, until at last 
Augustus divided the whole country south of the Danube into four provinces; 
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Tindelida, Blmetia, Koricain, Pannonia. The principal town of Vindelicia was 
Augusta Vlndelicomm (Augsbnrg). The chief town of Rhaetia was Tridentnm 
(Trent). Noricum derived its name from the town of Noxeia, but contained also 
other important towns, such as Juvavmn and Lauriacnm. The principal towns of 
Pannonia were : VIndobona (Vienna), Gamimtam, Poetovinm, and others. 

There are a few islands which deserve to be mentioned in connection with Grer- 
many, such as Bngium (Kilgen), in the Baltic, the chief seat of the worship of 
Hertha; and the Insolae Sa^ntim, one of which was a sacred iidand, now called 
HelgoUmd. 



MAP XV.— BBITAlTiriA, 

Comprising both Ensland and Scotland, was anciently called Albion, probably 
£rom its white cliffs. Althoimh it is well known that the Phoenicians and their 
colonies were well acquainted with Britannia, where they fetched tin, still little 
was known of the island imtil the time of Jnlius Caesar, who twice invaded it, 
in B.C. 55 and 54. He conquered, indeed, the south-eastern part of the country; 
but after his withdrawal, the Britons remained unmolested for nearly a hundred 
years, until, a.d. 43, the Bomans, in the reign of Claudius, established themselves 
permanently in the country south of the Tameeis (Thames). After this time 
the Romans pushed their conquest farther north, until Agricola, in A. d. 77 to 85, 
completed the conquest of the island as far as the Forth and Clyde, between 
which he erected a series of forts, to protect the Roman possessions against the 
inroads of the Caledonians. This defence was further strengthened by a regular 
wall, erected by Antoninus Pius. But the northern conquests were given up in 
the reign of Hadrian, who made a rampart from the Tyne to the Solway. Owing 
to the disturbances in the other parts of the empire, the Romans, in A.D. 426, 
finally withdrew from the island, and left the Britons to themselves. 

The inhabitants belonged to the great Keltic race, but may be divided into two 
branches, the Eymry and the Gael, the latter appearing originally in the west of 
Scotland, and forming a branch of t^e inhabitants of Iremnd. The Roman conquest 
introduced of course new elements, but, nevertheless, they seem to have exercised 
very little influence on the natives. The Kelts of Britain were divided, as in 
Craul, into a number of tribes. The country between the wall of Hadrian and the 
Forth, called Valentia^^ was occupied by five tribes : the Novantes» Selgovae, 
Gadeni, Ottadeni, and Damnii; while in the country south of the Tyne, which 
m^ properly be called Roman Britain, seventeen difl^erent tribes are mentioned. 

Roman Britain was divided into four provinces : — 1. Britannia Prima, south of the 
Thames. 2. Britannia Secunda^ coinciding, on the whole, with modem Wales. 
3. Gaesariensis, between the Thames and the Humber. 4. Maxima Gaesarienais, 
or Flavia Gaesariensis, from the Humber to the wall of Hadrian. 

The more important tribes were : — 1. The Gantii, in the eastern comer, between 
the Thames and the British Channel, nearly equivalent to the modem Kent. On 
the south bank of the Thames the town of Londinium (London) was a much fre- 
quented commercial place. It was destroyed during the revolt of Boadicea, but 
appears to have been rebuilt, for it is afterwards again mentioned as an important 
town, and then embraced a portion of the northern bank of the Thames, so as to 
extend into the country of the Trinobantes. London was the point from which 
all the great roads issued. Other towns of the Gantii were : — ^Dubris (Dover), Turo- 
vemnm (Canterbury), and Dnrobrivae (Rochester). 2. The Trinobaiites, norfch of 
the Thames, bravely resisted Caesar and the subsequent Roman invaders under 
Claudius. Their town Gamalodunum (Colchester) was the first Roman colony, 
founded by Claudius, A. d. 43. 3. The Iceni, north of the Trinobantes^ in 
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Suffolk and Norfolk, distinguished thenjiBelves in their revolt, under Boadicea, 
against the Romans. Their chief town was Venta Ibefiomm (Caistor). 4. The 
&]gae, south-west of the upper course of tiie Thames, no doubt a branch of the 
Keltic Belgfte in GauL Their chief towns were : Venta Belgamm (Winchester), 
Aqu» Soils (Bath), and Uagnufl PartnB (Portsmouth). 5. The Banmonii, in the 
south-western extremity, comprising the modem Cornwall, Devonshire, and part 
of Somersetshire. Their chidE towns were iKa Banmoniomm (Exeter), Tamara 
(Tamerton). 6. The Gomavii, on the north-east of the river Sabrina (Severn), 
with the towns of Beva (Chester), and tJroconium (Shrewsbury). 7. The Ckxritani, 
south of the Humber, with the towns of Lindum (lincoln) and Batae, the modem 
Leicester. 8. The Brigantee, the most powerful of all the British tribes, occui>ied 
the north of the island from the Humber to the Roman wall. A smaller tribe, 
called the Parisii, occupied the south-eastnm district. Their chief town was 
Eboraenm (York), next to London .the most important town in Britain; it was a 
Roman colony, founded bjr Agricola, and afterwards became the residence of 
several emperors during their stay in Britain. Other towns of the Brigantes were: 
Lngnvallium (Carlisle) and Vindomora (Ebchester). 

The chief tribes of Britannia Secunda or Wales were the SUurea, the Oidovices, 
and the Demetae ; and the principal town of the whole was Isca Silurum (Caerleon). 

Scotland, comprised under the name of Britannia Barbara, was little known to 
the Romans, though Agricola pushed northward as far as the Grampians. Ireland, 
called Hibernia, was even less known. 

Among the smaller islands round Britain we may mention the Gasslterides, i. e., 
tin islands, now called the Scilly Islands. The Island of Vectis (Isle of Wight) 
was known to the Romans through Massilian merchants, and was conquered by 
them in the reign of Claudius. The Island of Mbna (Anglesey), the centre of 
the Druid religion, was conquered by Agricola in a.d. 78. Caesar misapplies the 
name Mona to the Isle of Man, which bore the name of Monoeda. Besides these 
the Romans had also some vague notion of the Hebrides, called Ebudae, and of the 
Orkneys, called Orcades. 
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Buganei ..diet 45 40m 
Euhydriuin..t39 2lM 

Eumenis t 38 21;f 

Eupatorium ,t 46 12m 
Enphalium ..t 38 35m 
Euphxates Fl. 

r34 Ov 
Euphrates Fl. 
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X Eastern and Western Hemi- 
spheres. 

2 The World, (on Mcrcator*s 

Projection.) 

3 Europe. 

4 Asia. 

5 Africa. 

6 North America. 

7 South America. 

8 England and Wales. 

9 Scotland. 
10 Ireland. 

J I France. 
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23 Turkey in Asia. 

24 Chinese Empire, and Japan. 

25 Arabia, Egypt^ Nubia, and 
Abyssinia. 

26 Palestine. 

27 Dominion of Canada. 

28 United Sutes. 

29 West Indies and Central 
America. 

30 Australia. 

31 Victoria, New South Wales^ 
and South Australia. 

32 New 2Lealand. 
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38 France and Belgium, illus- 
trating British History. 



Copious Index, Imperial 8vo, cloth lettered. 



33 Britain under the Romans. 

34 Britain under the Saxons. 

35 Historical Map of the British 

Islands fiom A. D. 1066. 

36 France and Belgium, illustrat- 

ing British History. 

37 Roman Empire, Eastern and 

Western, 4th Century. 

38 Europe, 6th Century, shewing 

Settlements of the Barbar- 
ian Tribes. 



39 Europe, 9th Century, shewing 

Empire of Charlemagne. 

40 Europe, loth Century, at the 

Rise of the German Empire. 

41 Europe, 12th Century, at the 

Time of the Crusaders. 

42 Europe, i6th Century, at the 

Eve of the Reformation. 

43 Germany, i6th Century, 



Reformation, and Thirty 
Years' War. 

THE INTERNATIONAL ATLAS, consisting of 32 Modern, 
16 Historical, and 15 Maps of Classical Geography, with De- 
scriptive Letterpress on Historical Geography, by W. F. Collier, 
LL.D.; and on Classical Geography, by L. Schmitz, LL.D., 
with Copious Indices, Imperial 8vo, Cloth mounted on Guards, 
A S^imen Maf will be untfree on receipt of two postage Stampt, 
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44 Europe, 17th and i8th Cen- 

turies. 

45 Europe at the Peace of 1815. 

46 Europe in 1871. 

47 India, illustrating the Rise of 

the Bridsh Empire. 

48 World on Mercator*s Pro- 

jection, shewing Voyages of 
Discovery. 

49 Ancient Greece. 

50 Ancient Roman Empire. 
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